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ABSTRACT 


The Metis in the Grande Cache Region of Northern 
Alberta who have been living in preindustrial conditions are 
about to undergo industrialization. <5 1966 the Alberta 
Government granted MacIntyre Porcupine Mines Limited permission 
to begin development of the coal reserves in the Grande Cache 
area. The influx of non-Metis people, the building of a 
modern town close-by and the possibility of new sources of 
employment will have a significant impact on a people who 
have maintained, primarily because of physical isolation, 
& treditional culture. 

A personal interview survey was conducted in the 
Grande Cache region to assess the ability of the Metis 
people to adapt to and benefit from industrialization. The 
Brule and Entrance communities, approximately 100 miles 
away, were also surveyed and the results compared with the 
results at Grande Cache. This comparison is useful because 
Brule and Entrance are more modern areas, yet are still in 
Vrancdtion to an industrial society. 

The Metis are living in impoverished conditions, 
and it is rather doubtful that they will be able to improve 
their level ot Bivins because vol their stow socials mooLli uy, 
Hence, they are lixely to remain in a low stratum of indus- 
Umiatezedesoctecy. Mol only ise the resent eencravion Likely 
to remain on a low stratum, but there is little indication 


that the children are being Socialized in a manner that will 
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equip them with attitudes and skills to compete with others 
in society to improve their situation. 

Many problems are inherent with industrialization. 
The Metis people feel that industrialization will do harm 
wo their Tormer way of Lite but seem willing to accept 
Such consequences in return for steady employment. It is 
expected that the indigenous people of Grande Cache will 
become alienated as they begin their transition to indus- 
trialization. 

A need exists for social change in the Grande 
Cache region. Yet, very few change agents were present 


in the region at the time of this study. 
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CHAPTER. 1 
INTRODUCTION 


Among the master trends of modern history is the 
rise of industrialism -- an economic end social 
order based on machine technology and on large- 
scale highly specialized systems of production. 
Industrialization began in Western Europe and has 
now become worldwide. Men everywhere seem destined 
to know and experience, to enjoy and endure the 
distinctive features of an industrial society. 

This study concerns @ group of people living in pre- 
industrial conditions who are about to undergo industrial-— 
ization. The people being studied live in three small 
ecommuniCies in the Toothilis of northern Alberta. They are 
of Indian descent or Metis. Until the present they have been 
quite isolated from the rest of society geographically and 
by poor communications. AS a result, the people living in 
Muskeg, Suza Creek, and Grande Cache have lived mainly to 
themselves, only occasionally travelling or working outside 
the area. To date not many non-Indians have lived or worked 
in the area. Government employees such as forest rangers 
and private individuals such as storekeepers have been the 


Only Mon-~lndians an the area. Therefore, until now Méevis 


contacts with non-Indians have not been intensive. Many of 


iTeonera broom and Philip celznick, Sociology: A Text with 


ees 


Adapted Readings (New York: Harper and Row 1968) 4p. 462% 
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the indigenous people of this region have never been out- 
Side the area. Many cannot speak English. Just a few years 
ago their livelihood was gained mainly through hunting and 
trapping; however, more and more their income originates in 
the exterior society. Many work part-time as guides for 
various hunting and geological expeditions throughout the 
area. Others have had part-time work with the forestry 
department; recently many of them have worked on the Alberta 
Resources Railway. 

No matter where they have worked, generally they 
have returned each mient to their los house where only Cree 
was spoken. They have gone to dances and card games attended 
oOndy by Metis and Indians. In other words, until the present 
they nave lived a-life with nature and animals as a central 
tiememe liey mave  peen free Lo come and 25 as they please, 
When temporary jobs were available, they worked when they 
wished and quit when it pleased them. Consumption has not 
been important to them. They have maintained their values 
end worms teirly intact althougn the non-Metis civilization 
has been encroaching upon them. At the moment, however, 
this entire culture is undergoing rapid change. 

The change began in 1966 when the Alberta government 
SYanted permission to Macintyre Porcupine Mines Limited to 
begin cdevelopmemtl of the hadege coal reserves in the smoky River 


area (figures 1 and 2). In the process the 3100 million 
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Alberta Resources Railway was built (starting in 1966); | a 
mine said to probably cost $47 million is close to comple- 
tion;* an ultra modern town (called Grande Cache) with an 
expectcd NOpulatLon Of apuroximately 6,000 people 15 under 
construction;? and prospects are that other industries will 
Tocate wine scesiOn as residentiary and Service andustries. 
Facilities in the town will include such things as a shop- 
ping mall, a school and recreation area, a hospital, swimming 
DOG eae cue ling simi Vhese tt aci lives will pe. oca ted 
less than three miles from the settlement of Grande Cache 
and less tham 25 miles from the most distant settlement, 
Muskeg. Before this time the nearest town was Hinton -- 
over 100 miles away. 

Undoubtedly this venture in development will mean 
a boost in the’ economy of the nation, and many new jobs will 
be created. Moreoven, this venture should benefit the 
indigenous people of the region. It should follow that 
these people, who are poor and underemployed, should gain 


employmentwise. 


"Alperta: Government of 


Notenc fom Lavine .jbomon ten: 
Alberta, 1969), Dp. 4. 
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3Ipid., p. 10. 
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The Transition from a Preindustrialized 


State to an Industrialized state 


In many traditional societies the transition from 


& preindustrialized state to an industrialized state causes 


",. . - the Social order to break down by separating economic 


activities from the total social system by placing new 


individuals in positions of power, and by changing levels 


1 


of aspiration among the workers." Union reesuletions and 


employers hesitancy toward hiring people from traditional 
Soclevuyetake Unels entrysinto the industrial lapor force more 
aitivcuit. Broom and Selznick say: 


Preindustrial man does not want to. accumulate wealth 
for its own sake. Employees often work hard to 
satisfy an immediate need but cannot be spurred to 
further effort once that need is satisfied. In in- 
dustrial societies higher pay usually holds down 

the rate of labor turnover. Preindustrial workers 
tend to leave the job when their requirements are 
satisfied, and higher pay.may, therefore, result in 
increased labor turnover.< 


With this theory as a background and a suspicion 
that the people of Grande Cache were Somewhat traditional 
(peasant, artisan) with their own norms and values, it was 


decided by the University of Alberta that research should 


ee 


iBroom and Selznick, Sociology, p. 466. 
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7 
be undertaken to assess how much potential the indigenous 
people of the region had for benefiting from. and sda pbine 


to, the new modern society being built in their midst. 
Purpose of the Study 


The purpose of this undertaking has two major 
opjectives. The first objective is to forecast the extent 
of economic development probable in the near future and to 


ineaicatvestne potential job avallability for the indi senous 


1 


people of Grande Cache~ based on their present technical 


training and formal education. The second objective is to 
analyze the prospects of the Grande Cache social system 


(Metis, indigenous people of Grande Cache) for adapting to, 


and benefitting from, industrialization and modern society.< 


These objectives are interdependent, and any discussion 
Ciel iCwmainpLicatviions would reguire Utidezationsois both 


objectives. This study is limited to the second objective. 


lsince the site of industrialization is called Grande Cache, 
and Since the three settlements of Muskeg, Suza Creek, and 
Grande Cache are quite homogeneous, reference is simplified 
by referring to all settlements by the term Grande Cache. 


érnat is, will the local peovle take the jobs available to 
them in Grande Cache (attitudes), move elsewhere for jobs, 
or endeavor to get more education in order to get better jobs. 


3The reader may Lind 2: Deneiicial wo ulilize this tnesis 
lnPeconimnel von with a)study wdoneron the first objective by 
Mr. Peter Adams, Graduate Assistant, Department of Agri- 
cultural Economics, University of Alberta, Edmonton. 
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fhe major objyeetaycrore this: tnesis 1s broken into 
Six sub-objectives. These sub-objectives are to (1) assess 
the present standard of living in the Grande Cache region, 
(2) assess the social mobility of the indigenous adult popu- 
jatron, (3) indicate how well the DEOCeSsS Ol socal zeai6nm 
equips the children to compete in the larger society, (4) 
assess the attitudes of the indigenous people toward develop- 
ment, (5) compare the alienation of the people of the Grande 
Cache social system to the alienation of the people at Brule 
and Entrance, and (6) indicate the facilitating agents for 
SOGLlal cuange in the resicn, 

Prior to the analysis several hypotheses were made. 
First Of all, there is a very hagh incidence or Low income 
atu Grande Cache. Second, the adult population at Grande 
Cache as verypilittle mobility. Third, the children are not 
being socialized in a manner that will equip them with the 
technical training and attitudes to compete successfully with 
Other individuals am the larger society. fourth, the Grande 
Cache social system has a generally negative attitude towards 
development. Fitth, being @ socially integrated unit, the 
people of Grande Cache social system are not as alienated 
as the people of Brule and Entrance, who are in a state of 
tronics juon. “Finally, edhe Grande Cache social system 1s non 


integrated with the larger society. 
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Method of the Study 


The study was based on detailed personal’ interviews 
with families and individuals in the Grande Cache area and 
in the Brule and Entrance areas. Because of the small popu- 
lation an effort was made to contact every family and indi- 
vidual.! ere reece 33 families and individuals were 
defined by residents of Grande Cache as being indigenous to 
the region. Only 24 of the 33 families and individuals were 
contacted. Likewise in erat 187 out of approximately 22 
families and individuals were interviewed. In Entrance 16 
out of a possible 19 were usable interviews. Generally if 
it was possible to contact the male head of tne family, an 
Inverview Was Secured irom him; when ne coud nov be inter- 
viewed, the female head was interviewed. All interviews 
Were —conauctved, by employees of the University of Alberta or 
the Human Resources Development Authority (Edson Office). 
All interviewers had some experience in the conducting of 
personal interview Surveys. Cree inverprevers were used 
aU Grande Cacne. 


Data collected from Brule and Entrance are tabulated 


EAA LO OC TS Re 


lcanada Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, 1966, 
Volumevll, No, + (Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1966), pp. 1. 
Myre definitions of families and individuals as utilized by Canada 


Census were used in this survey. 
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10 
separately 1n most cases because the people of Entrance and 
Brule gave the impression that they did not consider them- 
selves part of the same community. Brule and Entrance are 
considered areas undergoins transition to industry. There— 
Lore, useful comparisons can be made to Grande Cache -—- an 
area aboues vor underso transition. 

In many tabulations sample size varies because certain 
questions were not asked of some people if the conversation 
did Mottacilitave it in order to avord antagonizing the 
interviewee. However, the source of all data, unless other- 
wise stated, is the survey conducted by the University of 
Alberta. These data are often compared to secondary data 
provided by various sources. Then study data and comparison 
On SecOn@ary sntomna tion with ori ginalwdava are vevailua ved 
and used to andlyze this isolated society and its reaction 
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CHAPTER II 
THE GRANDE CACHE SOCIAL SYSTEM 


The unit of analysis in this study was a social system. 
This unit has been selected in order to study what prospects 
phi Secocialisystem has for adaptation bo sanc.beneti. trom 
industrialization and modern society. Therefore, certain 
features of a social system will be discussed and some of 
uescharacteristics of this particular social system will 


be indicated here. 
Everett Rogers defines a social system as: 


seve POpulation.o£ individuals) who, are. funeti onaliy 
differentiated and engaged in collective problem- 
solving behavior. The members of a social system 
are individuals, although these individuals may 
Nepnescniyintormaly sroups, idustrialwiirms.-Orecchools. 
TMessOcial sysvem vnder analysis iis iat iusion 
study may consist of all the farmers in ome county, 
the physicians in a community, or the members of an 
aborigiae tribe, “(By amplication the innovation 
under analysis is relevant to all members of the 
social system). Each of the members in a social 
system can be differentiated from the others. All 
of the members cooperate at least to the extent of 
having some common problem which they are seeking to 
SOLVe. 


The social System in this study was the indiseensus Mevis 
population of an area in the foothills approximately 100 


Milessi0rin of Hitvton, Alberta. 


laverett Rogers, Diffusion of Innovations (New York: The 
Bree Press, 1962), pn. 14. 
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His tory 


Along the east side of the Rocky Mountains in a band 
that ranges up to 100 miles wide are foothills, rich ay 
BOneste iy Lakes. atid. minenals.. Prior to the location of an— 
dustries to extract the natural resources, the area north 
of Hinton, Alberta, was populated mainly by Indians or people 
of Indian descent. | In 1910 with the establishment of Jasper 
National Park, the Metis living in the park were requested 
to move as were all squatters and other freeholders. When 
they Lert, the £overnment paid cash for their busldings, 
corrals, and other improvements. 

The Metis were apparently told they could settle any- 
where outside the park boundaries. They only choose to settle 
along the Smoky River, in three small communities-——Suza 
Creek, Muskeg, and Grande Cache. Following their settlement 
a survey was conducted and the Athabasca Forest Reserve was 
G@regued. Uniortunavely, the reserve encompassed the Meus 
Settlement. In 1916 all Metis were ordered from the reserve 
because the reserve was crown land and Metis were not federal 


respousibility as were Indians. The Metic reiused to move 


‘the history of the Metis of this region has been gleaned 
from a book written by Alberta Historian J.G. MacGregor _ 
Pack Saddles to Tete Jaune Cache (Toromto: MeCleltand and 


svewart, 1962). 
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nS 
because they had been told they could settle anywhere. A 
quarrel arose because the conditions of the move had not been 
recorded. The natives swore under oath that they had been 
told that they could move on to any vacant surveyed.crown 


land, and the matter was dropped. 4 


A Traditional Society 
Little Social Change 

It has been indicated that the Metis of Grande Cache 
live mainly in the three settlements of Muskeg, Suza Creek, 
and Grande Cache. The lack of good roads, automobiles, 
telephones, and other means of communication have left the 
people physically quite isolated from outside contacts. 
Furtnermore, their limited work experience outside this area 
has also isolated them socially. As a result, their culture 
has remained quite traditional. 

Aithnovushn the develovument, of the coal mine in tne recon 
ls just besinning to change the way of lite of the imdicenous 
people, MacGregor says that for many years the natives have 
been aware of the coal and outside interests that would 
one day be instrumental in changing their way of living. 
MacGregor quotes from the diary of George Simpson who explored 


the region in 1824: 


liiacGresor, Pack Saddles, p. 152. 
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e-eethe country seems rich in large and small 
Animals, as we saw numerous tracks Daily, the banks 
finely Wooded and as we approach the Mountain high 
and prominent and the face in many places exhibiting 
SUraug, O41 1con “ano. Coal. 


This comment is one of the first references made to the high 


uuBleiy coal later mined at Brule. 


Tittle Physical Change 
Until 1960 the physical features and the mode of 


Jiving the Grande Cache area changed very little as 
witnessed by MacGregor: 


Welt, the smoky River country hasn't chanced much. 
Maybe mot in any essential quality, but it, too, has 
seen some changes since I first started working for 
the Porestry Department about fifty years ago. 


Barly Wee lth 


It appears that at one time the Metis must have been 
relatively well off. MacGregor writes about the year 1918: 


In the Smoky River country the native were well off, 
and all owned bunches of horses and some cattle. 

They had comfortable log houses in which they lived 
in winter, with cookstoves, furniture and many modern 
accessories such as gramophones, and sewing machines. 
They also had many necessary farm implements to cul- 
tivate the land where suitable. Nevertheless they 
preferred to live by the chase instead of by agri- 
culture, especially since the climate was rather too 
severe for extensive cultivation. In Summer they 
lived in their teepees, moving about as fancy dictated, 
always camping where there was good feed and water 


Enpaee fp. 216 


Bibione, pe 219. 
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for their considerable herds of horses. Theirs was 
a happy, carefree life. | 


This apparent early wealth contrasts sharply with today's 
seutimg in which mo cattle, dittle furniture, no moder 
accessories (other than transistor BadLos ee Only some gramophone, 
few sewing machines, and no farm implements were observed. 
Nevertheless, the cultures do change, although some 
Chanse more rapidly than others. In this regard Foster says: 


eeeenot withstanding the importance of local invention 
and discovery, as we have indicated, the major force 
in culture is borrowing; members of the group approp- 
riate forms of behavior they first encounter in alien 
Bocreties. | Consequently 2b d@ogreally follows: waa G 
societies that afford their members ample contact 
with other societies may be expected to change more 
rapidly and to become more complex than societies 
whose members have little contact outside their local 
sroupings. The greater the range of novelty to which 
people are exposed, tie sreater the Jikelinood that 
they will adopt new forms. Contact between societies 
Poetwe cavglevsrestess determimantmo! Culsurenchange. — 


it this VineOr pase correct. i. TS Umdersetancablerway =vhe 
culture of the Grande Cache Social System has remained some-— 


Whew tradi vuonal and relatively simple. 


"Tpia. . 
“George MieBoster, Traditional Cultures and, toe impaction 
Technological Change (lew Yorks “Harvertand Row F1oo2 |; 
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Characteristics of This Social System 


All social systems have peculiarities that identify 
the group im iquestlonvaswatsocial syatem, "A fewer the 
characteristics of the people at Grande Cache are described 
here to explain somewhat their attitudes and thinking, 


particularly toward non-Metis. 


Not Indian and Not White 

The Metis have always been, so to speak, caught in 
the middle. They have not been granted the privileges of 
hunting and trapping given to Indians, although Metis gain 
NUCH POT whet re ive linood oy. hunting and yce opie. susleG.s 
MacGregor mentions this problem: 


One sore spot with them was and is that both the 
stoney Indians and the Chippewas, who only recently 
took treaty down near Rocky Mountain House, together 
with members of these tribes who still reserve the 
right to do so when it suits them, invaded the Smoky 
River country. Of course they are legally entitled 

vO Kiril gamevaliotheryear rounds Tues pretty hard 

on my friends back on the Muskeg to see these invaders 
Kullinewitnerr game whenvtihey can’t. Tnere's no love 
lost between the two peoples. | 


He went on to explain that trapping was almost the 
only way that the natives could get ready money to 
huyewne Lew vhinees they necdedairoms the sieres.  alheir 
livelihood was threatened by the possibility of white 
men exterminating the fur-bearing animals. The great- 
est danger came from white men who went in with large 
OUbLmtS= tO erub and trap, witn dhe solecobject of 
making a “stake” and getting out again after two or 
tiree years. These men built several cabins along 


“wacGregor, ac’: saddles, §-p.ezc. 
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iets |iness and! carried fonetiheim operati one-anm a 
thoroughly business-like way, with the result that 
tiey cleaned out: ea district ata very short tine. 

"Didn't the natives resent the intrusion of these 
white trappers?! 


“Oh, yes, but what could they, do? Besides, they 
are fundamentally law-abiding. '! . 


5o it appears the Metis have felt handicapped by the laws 


Of “the netion. 


Friendship and Honesty 


MacGregor describes the Metis people in this region 


as overtly friendly. As is common to many peasant or primi- 


tive societies, the sharing of food was a custom: 


And of course no one went hungry so long as any 
-neighbours had food. As well as being kindly and 
hospitable, the natives were generous. In conformity 
tO custom ages old, food was common property, freely 
taken, gladly given, and prestige sat at the hearth 
Ore uhie skilfuj hunter. |! 


All five white families (living in the area and dealing 
with the Metis) interviewed described the Metis as extremely 
honest people. MacGregor concurs when he states: 


Many a white man would steal your fur if he came 
across. Something, caught ana trap, but allot us 
helped each other. If a native found one of my traps 
Within In aot, for mustance, we would, hang she 
ie Up With) tieeanimel etiel aay at, sso. that any, 
passing animals could not damage it. Everyone who 
did that was always careful to leave the mink or 
whatever it was an the trap., You see, 1h 1b hed 

been taken out, one could suspect that a less 
yValueole: skin might heave been substituted. 2 


Urol, | Ree 


“Foster, Praditions) Cultures, pp. 44-58. 
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18 
If the Metis still have high regard for thses virtues, 
they may desire to restrict their contact with non-Metis, 


if they regard the non-Metis (on the basis of past experience) 


as non-trustworthy, 


Other Traditional Characteristics 


Characteristics of this community indicate it has 
much in common with the community Foster describes as a tra- 
ditional (tribal, primitive, or peasant) society. Lt has 
remained Targely isolated, living off the land, and maintainine 
Some traditional characteristics such as communal decision- 


maxing. 


Powerlessness and Yatalism 


Re ee A = eee re ee eee 


Poster states: im regard to feelings ef political 


+ 


powerlessness and fatalisn: 


Politically, the peasant has little dependence. Since 
time immemorial he has been governed from the city; 
his own community has but weakly develoved leader- 
SMO beers yess Loci y HOLGS i. nol 1 Ualcads, 
Teves ous, .ond economic reins. 

thine De) DAS LC: CECISPONS ailecting such Villages are 
made from the outside and have always been so made. 
o-. USUa@llyY he doesn't even know how or why they are 
Made. He can plead, implore, propitiate, and hope 
POreo Miracle, Dut 20 Melcher case can hewexpecu py 
Wiswownm actLon to Nave any errective control... Lt 
Vs"hard to imagine more fTavorapile circumstances, in 
which--fatalism--can develop and hard to understand 
how it can be lessened until these circumstances 

are changed. 


Se te eee tn ots er ne 


lposter, Traditional Cultures. 
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This quotation gives some insight to feelings abounding in 
the Granee Cache area. “There is noeformal Peadership in 
Grande Cache: ani very little antormad leadership (see Chapter 
7). 9 Whe community has very li ttle political Ss trengtin. 7 Their 
only chureh, Homan Catholic, is served by a priest from 
Edmonton who holds services once a month. They are poor and 
Navewli tule economic powers they even indwcate a Tavalistic 
attitude toward obtaining social welfare. | 

The people of Grande Cache were not consulted on the 
development of the mine in the region. Some residents felt 
that it would have been a nice gesture if they had been 
consulted prior to the development of the mine and told what 
tts development Miesnt mean for them. Purthermore, although 
several delegations have been sent to the provincial govern-— 
ment equestin= title tol therm Mand,91t has* been to no avail. 
DO @ tatvalistac attiiudcelmay @lso Wevelop towards prospects 


for any government action. 


Heareol pole OL ty 


With regard to the peasant's attitude towards the city 
Foster says: 


‘some Metis indicated they did not know how to go about getting 
social welfare assistance. Some people who were receiving 
social welfare assistance questioned the interviewer as to 

why it Was cut back; they said they were nov given any 

reason. 
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20 
The villager has been victimized by persons more 
knowledgeable than he since the beginning of time. 
He Knows he is a rustic, a country bumpxin who, in 
his necessary trips to town wii be taken advantage 
GEEDY sen awithouteconseience, 
In the survey the question was asked "What are the advantases 
of living in the city?" Of the 13 people asked the question, 
all said there were no advantages. Some replied that they 


thought they "could stand it for up to three days" and they 


MWOUL@ be airaid, to sleep id the city abv aisht," 


Factionalism 
Factionalism is possibly another characteristic of 
the Grande Cache social system. A warning is given by Foster 
with regard to factionalism in such communities: 
HSiNnCe SOCletvies an transition frequently are plasued 
by greater-than-normal amounts of factionalism, this 
often means that if the members of one faction show 
interest in a new program, the members of another 
faction immediately declare against it, without Logic 
ana wi tooubtb attempting Uo welga Pes true merits. 
There are potentially three major factions in the 
Grande Cache region--the three settlements of Muskeg, Suza 
Creek, and Grande Cache. Most agree that they would lixe 
community, ownership.of land but appear to be split. into. two 
factions concerning where this land should be located. The 


lipbid., p. 48. 
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: oe 
people at Muskeg would like to have it located at Muskeg, 
while the people at Suza Creek and Grande Cache seem to want 
it in about the same location between the towns. This fact- 
lonalism may be related to the pattern of original settle- 
ment in the region: families apparently moved to the three 
settlements approximately on the basis of kinship and friend- 


ship.! 


Coincidence of the Social System With the Physical Region 

{tC has been pointed out thal the mnie im thissstucy 
iSea sOCltal System. Since 1 is’ a@ study of people, there 
iS no WWmMediate Necessity to quantify natural resources. 
HOweVer, —£OVernment policy would have to consider natural 
resources, physical distances (roads), and other things re- 
Guiring an estamlished physical boundary.) Tne study conducted 
by Adams required a general demarcation of a regional 
boundary.“ Therefore, it is necessary to indicate how this 


SOc tel eSystem cColmcices Wich a piysical regional definition, 


Standardized Definitions of a Resion 
The Metis social system lives, works, and trades 


Wilkins seoment or a barser physical or eCsnomic resion. 


lonis potential factionalism should be considered if a decision 
is made regarding the allocation of land to the Metis. 
According to foster, "If community development personnel 
Taceuviny too closely with one Taction their plans wild have 
Only martial success. (Traditional Cultures, p. 102). 


20.P, Adams, "Economic Change in the Grande Cache Region of 
pibersva" (unpublished Master's thesis, University of Alberta, 


1969). 
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Geographically delineated, the region might be considered 
Uo betthe hocky Mountain foothiliss Ine political “context 
ther resion Mignt coincide with the Province 6f Diberta 
boundaries of County and Local Improvement District boundaries. 
In a trading area context the region might be defined by 
limited driving distance (usually one hour's time) from a 
trading center. Defined on an economic base context the Grande 
Cache region would include the mine site, the new town of 
Grande Cache, and all the area surrounding it that will reap 
Secondary benefits as a result of service and residentiary 
MAGUS bres pDesinning operation following tne adven> of Fore 
mine. “Kor example, wheat-—srowines regions, ranching regions, 
and oil regions are delineated by their homogeneity of eco- 
MOMLCG ACtiViLYyY. The purpose of each one of these delineations 
pee to create a2 functional vunAll for regional analysis or 


developvment. 


The Social System and the Region 

None of the above definitions of a region can be made 
to coincide exactly with the living, working, and trading 
habits of the social system at present. The geographical 
delineation would have little function for policy implications. 
The present political boundaries dissect the region (Fig. 2). 


The trading center concept would not accurately define the area 


oimon 
a 


£3 
inswhich thei Metis live and wor. + An economic base context 
is perhaps the closest to the correct unit for analysis but 
once again is not exact enough to deal specifically with 
Uner Metis social system, 

A physical delineation will have to coincide with 
the living, working, and trading habits of the social system 
at present. Using this criterion one can describe the area 
physically as the three communities of Muskeg, Suza Creek, 
Grande Cache (old), Grande Cache (new); the flats, bushes, 
and lakes in the area through which the people may obtain 
Some livelihood; and an access road to Hinton. The physical 
boundary of the region will chanze over time as the working 


habits and population change. 
Summary 


The Metis social system at Grande Cache has experienced 
little social change, having been isolated geographically 
from the darecer society. The Metis have had problems in Che 
past because they did not come under Indian legislation yet 
lived like Indians. The Metis have been described as honest 


and) friendly. A fatvalistic attitude and feeling of power- 


wes re ee eee re 


one Metis often trade with the hamlet of Entrance over 80 
miles away. Hence a boundary approximately 50 miles in 
radius around Entrance would miss the area under discussion 
once wincluge @ largse area nov in the study. 
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24 
lessness in their ability to influence decisions made on their 
behalf exists in the community. As with many traditional 
Socievres they Seem Go fear the city and do not want to have 
contacu. “ possiblity of factionalism exists in this 
community. Factionalism is an important aspect to consider 
when attempting to introduce innovations into. the community. 
For policy implementation a definable regional boundary is 
necessary. The region coinciding with the Grande Cache 
social system is one defined by the boundaries where the 


people live, work, and trade. 
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THE STANDARD OF LIVING 


The standard of living indicators used by the author 
were the physical characteristics of the house, the sross 
income Spent on food, the net equity, employment history, and 
educational achievement. Together these items indicate a 
general standard of living that can be compared to other 


such estimates. 


Housing 

When, for instance, houSing characteristics of the 
Grande Cache resiom-are compared with average conditions ais 
the three Prairie Provinces and with the Metis community of 
Cumberland House in Saskatchewan, 1 research shows that Grande 
Cache housing is totally inadequate by most Canadian standards, 
Table 1 indicates that the houses at Grande Cache (1969) are 
much smaller than Entrance or Brule houses (1969) and also 
smaller than the average house size in the Prairie Provinces 
in 1953. They are even smaller than the houses at Cumberland 


es er ne te 


This community at Cumberland House has received much 
attention from governments and researcners both because of its 
poverty and because there exists a considerable improvement 
potential. See J.E.W. Kew, Cumberland House in 1960(Sasxatoon, 
Sask.: The Centre of Community Studies, 1962). 
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Tape 1 


FLOOR SPACE OF OCCUPIED DWELLINGS IN THE THREE SAMPLE 
AREAS (1969) COMPARED TO THOSE OF CUMBERLAND HOUSE 
(1960) AND THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES (1958) 


Area Number pquare. Peet on Mloorm space 
of 


Occupied Per Dwelling (percent) Average 
Dwellings 100- 300- 500- 700- 900+ Floor 


299 499 699 899 Size 
(Sasa uss) 

Prairie > 

Provinces(1958) Sods O37 1041 
Cumberland ; 

House lo OU) as. 54 AS Oe ae ere FTO Ten OL hess) 
Prue (1069 je. 18 CRON NOS Ciqeu Some aime SOs 
Entrance(1969). 15 Bee On On swoon Cr Oe 
Grande Cache 

GHOGOD) Fie vetare 24 hal Ahi SVG ee Oe Ona Ons son 


'S ELM. Kew, Cumberland House, p. 14. 


“James A. Munger, Housing and Environmental Conditions 
in the Prairie Provinces (Saskatoon, Sask.: Canadian Centre 


for Community Studies, 91966), pp. 35-36. 
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House (1960). In fact, in 1969 (Table 1) 83.4 percent of the 
homes in Grande Cache had less than 500 square feet of floor 
area; whereas the figures were 5.6 percent for Brule, 26.7 
percent for Entrance, and 61.0 percent for Cumberland Youse 
(1960). Most Grande Cache houses (30.0 percent) had two 
woome on less {Table 2): only 5.6 percent. Of the houses at 
Brule and 6.3 percent of those at Entrance were two rooms or 
less. Only 8.0 percent of the houses in the Prairie Provinces 
in 1958 were two rooms or less. In some instances the number 
of rooms may indicate a practical move on the part of the 
builder; some residents of Grande Cache were quoted as saying 
that it is easier to heat a one-room house than a house with 
several rooms. 

The over-crowding of houses in Grande Cache is indicated 
in Tables 3 and) 4. Grande Cache area dwellings house an 
average Of 3.25 persons per room. This figure compares: unravor— 
ably with an average of 0.76 persons for the Prairie Provinces, 
Oey oS persons Tor Bntrance, and 0.95 persons’ for Brule. James 


i unger Baehis report on Housing and Environmental Conditions 


In The Prairie Srovinces! elassifies a house with more than 
1.0 persons per room as moderately crowded and one with more 
tian 125 persons per room as severely crowded. Therefore, 
Mewconcluaes that 16 percent of the houses in the Preinue 


Provinces are moderately crowded, and 6 percent are severely 


ee cae 


linger, Housing, pp. 35-36. 
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Table 2 


NUMBER OF ROOMS PER OCCUPIED DWELLING IN 
THE THREE SAMPLE AREAS (1969) COMPARED 
TO THOSE OF CUMBERLAND HOUSE (1960) 
AND THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES. (1.958) 


Area Number of Number of Rooms 
Occupied Per Dwelling 
Dwellings (percent) 


1-2 3-4 5+ 


Prairie 5 
Provinces( 1958) 834,987 G0) ete Op ono 


Cumberland ; 

Mouse ioc) =... 54 Weasel see 
Broret 160% . 18 Bet (Claims 
Entrance(1969).. 15 Gene 50. Cease 
Grande Cache 

HG i) suave cuger ees ote o4 alee Toe ORG 
1 


J.E.M. Kew, Cumberland House, p. 15. 


James Neeiuneer, Housine, pp. 39-36. 
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27 
crowded. By using the same standards for Grande Cache, it 
mUuSstabeconcluded thay 76.9 percent of the houses are 
moderately crowded, and 69,2 percent are severely crowded. 

Nove or the inhabitants in Grande Cache have any of 
the normal amenities one would find in most homes across the 
Deovince (Table 5). \Nene er the homes Have central heating, 
holeor coli running water, Getrigeration, or television, 
Moreover, the condition of the houses in the Grande Cache area: 
Weyvery bad. Pine houses are not Datmteds 21) houses are 
Mage Or logs. come Metis are living in small, unkempt, 
tottering tents. Most of the tent dwellers also have houses 
but live in tents to be closer to the new townsite where 
they are employed temporarily as "slaghers" clearing brush. 
Mi omeNwcasc a family lives im @ tent becauce flooding made 


theLr- hone inagcessi ble. 


Tapile 3 


AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER ROOM 
IN THE THREE SAMPLE AREAS (1969) 
AND THe PRAIRIMW PROVINCES (1950) 


Praicie Brule Entrance Grande 

Provinces 1969 1969 Cache 

19581 | 1969 

Average Number of z 
Persons Per Room CA yas 0.96 0.79 Oye) 


eee ie Munger, Housing, pp. 35-36. 
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Table 4 
PERCENT OCCUPIED DWELLINGS WITH MORE THAN 1.0 AND lee 


PERSONS PER ROOM IN THE THREE SAMPLE AREAS (1969) 
AND THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES (1958) 


ee ee 


Item Prairie Brule Entrance Grande 
Provinces 1969 1969 Cache 
1958! 1969 


Percent More Than 1.0 
Persons Per Room....< 18.0 LAA 2.0 716.9 


Percent More Than 1.5 
Persons Per Room..... C20 bio pe 60n 


eee 


‘James Ae wu cer HOWUsine. "ip. ajo j0s 


AME odes 5) 


PERCENTAGE OF OCCUPIED DWELLINGS WITH SELECTED 
FPACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT IN THE THREE SAMPLE 
AREAS(1969) AND THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES( 1961) 


Item Praia e Brule Entrance Grande 

Provinges 1969 1969 Cache 
1961 1969 

Furnace 

(Central Heating) 10) 33 Ad © 

Mechanical 

ReErIeerauor. «.. 88 94 re O 

Peveyi Si On. . oss « a 83 The. 0 

Cold Running 

Wetterns 20 ae te iA 89 50 0 

HOt ener COL 

Running Water... 68 56 20 0 

Flush Toilet.... 66 ie 56 0 


‘James A. Munger, Housing, p. 37. 
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Gross Income and Proportion of Gross Income spent on Food 
The gross income in Brule and Entrance in 1969 compares 
favorably with the 1961 average monthly income of Canada, 
Peete, 4CUN I wand. CD 1.5 aba bine 6) However, Canadian figures 
have increased considerably in eight years so it is doubtful 
if incomes in Brule and Entrance would approximate DrescaL 
in@omes in Canada, Alberta, and CD 14. ‘The present average 
annual income in Grande Cache is less than one half that at 
Brule and Entrance. Crea Cuene LSSa Very POomiresronwis 
reeions are ranked according to income. 
Ine proportion of gross family income spent om food is 


also a useful poverty level indicator. | The percentage figures 


‘Beonomic Council of Canada, Fifth Annual Review: The 
Challenge of Growth and Change (Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1968), 
pope) FOS—-110. 2n this report t one Beonomyc Coumcim ok Canada 
uses two estimates of families living in straitened circum- 
stances. For the first estimate low-income families and indi- 
Viduals are defined as those using 70 percent or more of their 
rmcomes or food, clothing, and shelter. On this, basis, uhey 
concluded low-income families and individuals would include 
single persons with incomes below $1,500, families of two 
Wiimebess chan 62,500 and fLamilaesoot three, four, and, iive on 
more with incomes of less than $3,000, $3,500, and $4,000, 
respectively. 

The second estimate defines low-income families and 
iidtviduals as those usane 60 percent of more ,om their incomes 
for oo, clothing, and shelters On ahie-basis Mieys conclude 
low-income seule ace and individuals would include those indi 
Vidmals earning less than $2,000 annually, families oP Ho, 
With less than $3, 500, ee Of “three end four with les 
tian $4,000, and Gama tiles with five or more with an income 
Less than $5 O00 annually. When the first estimate is applied 
to Grande Cache, 85 percent of the families live in straitened 
conditions. When the second estimate is applied, it is indi- 
cated that 90 percent of the families and individuals live 


in, Strartened condiv10ns. 
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for Brule and Entrance in Table 6 compare favorably with 
Canadian and Alberta figures. However, the Grande Cache 


region spends approximately 83 percent on food. 


Net Equity 

Net equity can be an important factor in the borrowing 
ability of individuals. Table 7 indicates that the average 
net equity of the people of Grande Cache is $1,091.87. Most 
OL tilts equity consists of pack Norses (ihe only livestock) 
allowed to run wild until they are requared for packing, 
Hence, it is rather doubtful that the horses represent much 
equity for Dorrowing. ti the horses are not 2ood collateral, 
then the indigenous people of Grande Cache have very little 
GoOllaveral on which, to borrow. Nor Goes anyone in Grande 
Cache owe money to any lending institution. All debts that 
are outstanding are owed to the stores at Muskeg and Entrance 
HOVeeroceries and “dry <oods. 

The Grande Cache social system seems to be quite aware 
of its limited borrowing ability. Table 8 shows that only 
two people have ever attempted to borrow any money from a 
bane. — em out of 15 thought, they might, be able wo borrow 
some money if they tried. However, the average of their 
estimates was only $106.00. Since they are also employed 
only sporadically, these people have very 12 Vole Dorrowins 
power indeed. lack of borrowing power may stymie efforts to 


break out of the poverty circle. Money is required to invest 
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Maples], 
NET EQUITY OF THE SAMPLED RESIDENTS 
OF GRANDE CACHE (1969) 
saci naan IO: Ae ae eee Ee eS Se LE tee See Ta 


Item Sample Number Mean Value Standard 
pize —- Reporting (dollars) Deviation 


HOU Cre. ancl s ie'as. 6 ar 22 Be 166,36 239.03 
Other Real Estate 2] 2 Tes oS 
Automobiles...... 23 8 (aes 
DUMeCe COCK. ss ee oe 2 24 a6 888.00 
Other Tivestmen. 24 e) 000.00 
Debts Outstanding ZS 16 le Sai 
N6U Houltys. ss... 24 24 1 OOneror, DA OT 


in profitable enterprises and education. Money is also 
required to build better surroundings to stimulate individuals 
to achieve. So a feeling of fatalism towards borrowing 


money keeps people in their low socio-economic stratum. 


Employment History 
Mie people at Grande Cache have been sporadically 
employed for relatively short periods of time. The breakdown 
for the Alberta and CD 14 labor force, 15 years of age and 
over in 1961 and the presently employed Labor force OL brule, 
Entrance, and Grande Cache (1969) is given in Table 9, The 
Drover ions Found i1n.each occupational division Jiffer markedly 


between Grande Cache and the other regions. 
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TabpiLe 3 
ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE OF GRANDE CACHE TOWARDS 
BORROWING MONEY FROM LENDING LNSLEPTUTIONS 
Pe eit Pee oe ee har ee a ea eae 


Item sample Number Mean Value 
nize Reporting (dollars) 


1. Attempted to 
DOPE OW MIONeY es ae 2 


2. Were successful 
in borrowing 
HOUT Wicks sve.s e666 0. Zo 2 


Bee Peel they coulda 
DOGLOW Lt tried, . eS) Ke) 


A, Amount they think 
they could borrow LOST OS 


In the Grande Cache sample 14 persons or 23.7 percent 
Cmtmetlabom force are employed in Service and irecreation 2s 
eulocesand outfitters. Approximately 29 percent ere either 
loggers, hunters, fishermen, or trappers, while 41 percent 
are laborers. None are employed within the managerial, 

Prot essional; sor other occupational divisions.) It is quite 
apparent that the people in Grande Cache are employed only 
in nontechnical vocations. 

The vocations of the Grande Cache labor force have not 
been as permanent as the vocations of the Brule and Entrance 
Tabor forces. The mean number of jobs in the last vhree 


years (Tablel0) is much greater for Grande Cache (Aso sobs) 
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Table 9 


GABOUR FORCE BY OCCUPATION IN) THE THREE SAMPLE 
AREAS (1969) AND ALBERTA AND CD 14 IN 1961 


— 


Grande 
ets Celiac aes Bobrance Brule 
Category SS sisi) eis Se 
be a x ie LE et Te NE EAS AEE A ELE OT SS : I Oe No ie ’ NOs oS LK. 
AI OecupatLons 59 2 19 


Managerial 


Proressional and 


Technical 
Clerical (ene oy 
Sales Be nore. oS 
Service & Recreation (Oe Fae creas iri ale 
Transportation & 

Communication ae Osada 


Farmers & Farm Workers 


Loggers, Fishermen, 
Hunters, Trappers 


1 E2030 


Winers, Quarrymen & 
Related Workers 


Craftsmen, Production 


& Related Workers DERE ee ee en es 


Labourers OA Os inl ie cheapie aacel 


Other = 


ee eceeeeemrcaeees 


‘Ganada, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, (00 Census or) 
Gaieta, bil. 3. 1-8 (Ottawa: Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 


foo 0.) 15-33, 345 335 B10 


Note: Columns not labelled number(No.) are percentages. 
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Vier tor srule= (2.1 Pane Ors Mnitrance (1.5 jobs). ~The lonzest 
time the people at Grande Cache were employed on any job 
averaged 2.3 years (Tablell). The labor forces at Brule and 


mibiyrance Wad much higher averases for longest time on any job. 


Dapier 4.0 


THE NUMBER OF JOBS IN THE LAST THREE 
YEARS OF THE GRANDE CACHE, ENTRANCE, 
AND BRULE LABOR FORCES. 


Communi ty sample Average standard 
Daze Deviation 
Grande Cache oo ae US) Oe6 
HMVUrANCeS s 5 ais 10 as Oe 
IBIAUe cavrer ccshans 1 Be 2s 
Table 11 


THE LONGEST TIME ON ANY JOB OF 
THE GRANDE CACHE, ENTRANCE, 
AND BRULE LABOR FORCES. 


Communi ty Sample Average Standard 
SEAS Nears Deviation 
Grande Cache 25 2a a) 
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Ra pile a2 
THE NUMBER OF WEEXS WORKED DURING 1968 


lope Tok GRANDE CACHE, ENTRANCE, 
AND BRULEE LABOR FORCES. 


Community Sample Average Standard 
Re _wize _Deviation 
Grande Cache aye D5 7 LS ee/. 
Hntrances). .. 9 Lo. VSs3 
ee ne 48.4 9.2 


EE OES OO SE NS SE SF Ee EEE 


The labor force at Grande Cache was much underemployed in 


1968, having worked an average of only 25.7 weeks (Table 12). 


Educational Achievement 

Until 1967 the people of Grande Cache never had a 
school or Eeeveliones = Adults who had any eGucation prior to 
1967 obtained it while living in some other area. Only one 
adult not attending school ee any formal education beyond 
elementary school, and he has completed grade nine. Twenty- 
one children are presently in elementary school (Table 13). 
However, not shown here are eleven children of three 
families who, even though they are of school age, are not 
attending school because of the distance to school. Therefore, 


one third of the children petween the ages of six and fifteen 


— 


lvrs. G. MacMaster, teacher at Suza Creek. Interview, 
April 1969. 
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Grande Cache has an extremely poor 


record of educational achievement in comparison with Brule, 


fitrance,., CD |4, and 


Alberta. 


Tapers 


POPULATION FIVE YEARS AND OVER ATTENDING AND NOT 


ATTENDING ‘SCHOOL BY HIGHESD GRADE ATTENDED; 


THE THREE SAMPLE AREAS IN 1969, 
AND ALBERTA AND CD14 IN 1961. 


Item 
Pore etl 


Population 5 years 
aia /Ov Ex 


Attending School 
Total 

Elementary 

secondary 
Post-Secondary 

Not Attending School 
Total 

No Schooling 
ELementary 


secondary 


Post-secondary 


‘Canada, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
(Ottawa: Dominion 


Cenedey. Pula ie2— 10 


1961), pp. 23-26. 
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Summary 

The standard of living indicators utilized in this 
study are the housing characteristics, the gross income and 
the proportion of gross income spent on LOOCs) Lhe met equity, 
employment history, and educational achievement. The housing 
is very poor compared to Brule; Entrance, and: the Prairie 
Provinces. The average gross family income at Grande Cache 
is less than one half that at Brule and Entrance... The people 
at Grande Cache spend on an average much more of their income 
on food than do the people at Brule and Entrance or across 
the nation. The net equity of the people in the Grande Cache 
region is very small and represents little borrowing power. 
Their employment history is much more sporadic than that of 
the people at Brule and Entrance; they have had many more joos 
in the past three years than the people at Brule and Entrance, 
they have also spent less time at any one job than the people 
in the other two towns and were much more underemployed in 
1968 than were the people at Brule and Entrance. Finally, 
the people at Grande Cache have almost no formal education. 
Even yet, only two thirds of the children of school age are 
attending school. If these standard of living indicators are 
accepted as adequate, it can be concluded that the people 


at Grande Cache have a very low standard of living relative 


to the Canadian average. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SOCTAL MOBILITY OF THE GRANDE CACHE SOCIAL SYSTEM 


‘Nothing 1S more dikely to intlwence the individual 

or the sccral history Of 8. Nation thar the cvs tem 

Of strativiication, ™! 

Success in the dominant North American society seems 
to be measured by the social stratum one is in or the ability 
TOmmove INTO a) Mieher social stratum. Broom and Seiznick 
define four major dimensions of stratification. © TMey tare: 
(1) power, (2) prestige, (3) wealth, (4) any unequally 
distribuced reward or resource that tends to order the rela— 
tions among people (knowledge, skills, law). 

A social stratum ion is defined as individuals or 
families in a group Or society who have similar ranks on any 
@ne dimension of stratification. Theretore, there are prestige 


strata, power strata, economic strata, and income strata. 
Definitions of Social MovlLIaay 


Social mobility refers to the ability of the individual 
or family to move about in the stratification system. Many 
types of social mobility are commonly defined by sociologists, 


and only a few pertinent definitions are given here. Vertical 


‘Leonard Broom and Philip Selznick, Sociology: A Text with 
Adaoted Readings (New York: Harper and ltow, (OR eee 
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42 
Mobility is the upward and downward movement of individuals 
and families between strata. Vertical mobility generally 
involves a change in occupation (prestige) and income. Hori- 
zontal mobility is an alteration of position with no signi- 
ficant movement up or down in the system of social stratati— 
Cation.) An example of horizontal mobility as changing from 
one occupation to another of the same status without a change 
ireinceme. “nvervencrational mobility vs 4 change in status 
between father and son. Intergenerational mobility of women 
is generally a change in status between father and husband. 
Uateeccnerational (career) mobility is 8. changse in status 
during the individual's working lifetime. Structural mobility 
refers to vertical mobility due to changes in the system it- 
self. An example of structural mobility 1s the added prestige 
and wealth given to space scientists resulting from the heavy 
emphasis placed on space exploration. Residential mobility 
ibe number Of resciaocncess tne Indivacual or Pam iy has on 
a per year average over a period of years. These six scales 
of social mobility are utilized in this study to measure not 
only the present social mobility of the people at Grande Cache 
Mag also their potential for social mobili ty. 

Several questions should be answered with regard to 
the social mobility of the people within the Grande Cache 
social system. What level of social Strata do the people 
occupy? Is there stratification within the Granie Cache social 


system? How mobile are they outside the system? The answers 
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5 
to these questions together with certain measures of mobility 
should indicate the present mobility of the people at Grande 


Cache and give some clue to their potential mobility. 
The Social Stratum Occupied by the Grande Cache Social system 


To answer the first question, one might measure the 
people on the four dimensions as elucidated by Broom and 
Selznick. How much power, prestige, wealth, knowledge, and 


skills do the people at Grande Cache possess? 


Power 
Power is the ability of Individuals *or sroups 40 
Tiiyence Ceelsvons that @ireccly or amdisec uly amoceu one 
general public whether at the community level,or at the national 
or international level. Community power has been studied 
im great detail by individuals interested in innovation and 
community development. The local power structure should be 
Caretully determined to facilitate development at the local 
tevei. | Very little national power is enjoyed by this social 
svecem., § lveir votines vopulatvon is very cmall-—-omly 33 
fanvlies. They have expressed a lack of inverest in effairs 
in other parts of the country—-only 27 percent “said they were 
interested in what goes on in other parts of the country. 


Moreover, many decisions have been made without prior consul- 


Ure this context Chapter 7 -- Opinion Leaders, Change Agents, 
and Innovation -- identifies the local power structure. 
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Wh 
tation; they were required to move out of Jasper National 
Park and were asked to move out of Grande Gaene,- Finally, 
their efforts to influence the province to make a decision 
with regard to land tenure has so far brought no apvarent 


eae 


Prestige 


5room and Selznick state that individuals may be 
fenked on an "overall prestige". which 1s 4 rating given by 
otner individuals in the community, nation, or world.? TIndt- 
viduals who cannot otherwise Ie ouieeal im overall prestige 
can be ranked in the prestige they derive from their occuva~ 
tions. In the past, the Metis have not exverienced much 
prestige in the dominant society. Many people have tended 
to place the Metis generally on the lower social stratum. 
Moreover, occupationwise the Metis of this community have never 
Heads presetisious jobs. 


sp 
MacGregor, Pack Saddles, pp. 227-229, 
ae will be explained in Chanter 6, one of the greatest concerns 
of the people in the three mejor settlements making up the 
Grande Cache social system is to get a settlement. in their 
fevorereserdine land tenure. galiosl Cxpresseds asm care Laeiba picy 
will be asked to move again because the mine or other develop- 
ment may want the land they are on. Now they are making efforts 
to secure some recognition from the provincial government as to 
bieita rents. bo. che: land.” »Ssomesindicaveds That itethey could get 
deeds to the land (ownership) they would feel much more secure. 
Hence, the local leaders alone with the Community Development 
Officer from Hinton have made several trips into Edmonton to 
Sec, coverament, officialsoin this regard . > so'tar to their 
knowledge they have received no concessions from the govern- 
ment. 


LS ari and selznick, Sociology, pp. 165-168. 
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De 
Wealth 
It has been previously indicated that the people of 
Grande Cache have little equity or income. The mean income, 
$2,380 per year is considered far below the poverty line as 


@estenated by the Economic Council.of Canada. 


knowlede@e and Skills 

The people of Grande Cache at present have no skilis 
or training likely to place them in a higher social stratum. 
Cetiia Coe ue 201 skills possessed likely to give them some 
recosnition would be guiding and hunting skills that may, 
in fact, be more sought after in this region as development 
progresses and recreational outlets are required. Hence, in 
ansWer vO une Tirst question we can conclude that, on the | 
basis of the four dimensions described above, the people occupy 


avery low social stratum. 
Siete tcatvion Withan the Grande Cache Social »sysven 


Stratitication Within the Grande Cache social sysven 
is quite negligible. As with the measure of the social stratum 
of the Grande Cache social system, the dimensions utilized 
here are power, prestige, wealth, skills, and knowledge. 
People had trouble identifying anyone with any power or 
authority at all in the community. Only three people seemed 


tonbpe local leaders. Local prestige is reainer ditt vewls oO 
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46 
assess from the information collected. Usually individuals 
rank all other people in the community according to prestige, 
butt this case at wastmot done. «Such a goal wowld ‘be 
eximemelyinard sto (accomplish, and at is doubstul Ghat the 
benefits of “such information would have justified the costs. 
Very shew people can be distinguished as having much greater 
economic wealth than the average. That is, the standard 
deviation of income at Grande Cache is very small (Table 28 
Appendix). As far as knowledge and skills are concerned, 
some individuals might be regarded as excellent trappers, 
Dum@rvers, SULdes, -OULLLVlers, anc sportsmen by the rest ol 
the community. Two people perhaps are given some respect 
fOr serve ability to read and write. “These people ware omen 
called on by others in the community to do certain reading 
Bac Wriuimg chores for them. The three people Vilstvéed as Local 
leaders and the two people who perform reading and writing 
chores may have a higher status than the rest of the community. 
These people should be taken into consideration when formu- 


lating local development plans. 
Grande Cache Social Mobility 


The people of Grande Cache occupy a low social stratum. 
This fact is very relevant to their social mobriity forvas 
many sociologists have discovered, the lower the social 


stratum occupied by individuals the less social mobiinvy they 
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47 
are likely to possess. Likewise there is little stratification 
within the Grande Cache social system. The lack of stratifi- 
cation may indicate further that there is little mobliaty 
Within this social system. However, it i8 possible to refine 
the evidence still more by utilizing measures of social 


mobility. 


Vertical Mobility 

So far the people have experienced little vertical 
mobility. Most of their jobs are of low status. Furthermore, 
there is little out-migration to higher status occupations. 
In fact, no one was able to identify any families who had 
migrated from the region. 

Of the many factors that contribute to the potential 
for Wewardg vertical mobility; “pernaps tres mos> Ampcortant 
factor is education. The formal education that these people 
have received does not augur well for their upward vertical 
MODlLivy. AS indicated in Table 13, only 23e0f the Sl adults 
have any formal education. Of these, only one individual 
has ereater than grade eight education. With this 
educational background it is doubtful that without intensive 
educational upgrading the individuals would be hired for any 
skilled work. 

The willingness to move is probably an important 
factor iin Vertical mobility. ) Tfepeoplesare nov wil line to 


move to assume a new job, vertical mobility is probably 
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48 
stymied. The most obvious new Jobs avaliable to the imdi— 
genous people are the jobs at Macintyre- Porcupine coal mine 
and-at the townsite. Table 14 indicates that 5O percent of 
the labor force at Grande Cache would like to work at the 
coal mine, while 76 percent would like to work at some other 
jOb im Grande Cache. However, only 260.5 vercent indicated 
that they plan to change their vocation some time in the 
future. This apparent inconsistency implies that the people 
would like to work at Grande Cache or the mine but do not 
plan on doing so. Supposedly then they plan to continue 


getting part-time jobs, including guiding and CU ini ae. 


Hori Zonta. Mobility 


Table 10 indicates that the people have experienced 
much horizontal mobility. They have had several jobs, but 


they have remained at the same status level. 


interseneraii onal Mobility - 


if wle ii bercenlchavloOnal moni Mas beciexperiemeed 
SOmlecep Seuners were wally urappers, 2uices, Out iuters, 
and part-time laborers. Sons today are mainly part—time 
laborers. (None oT the people have receivede any technical 
wracmane. | Those who have worked for 7a time, oulSside ime reaon 
have returned to live and work in the region at the same type 
Cimiob.s Eroom and Selgiick indicate thay veruical moviliuy 


is, at least up to the middle class, 4 fumction of the Social 
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50 
stratum. Hence, one might hypothesize that since the Grande 
Cache social system is on a very low strata, they will con- 


tinue to have little intergenerational mobi Lasiy.. 


Intragenerational Mobility 


Until now the people of the Grande Cache social system 
have demonstrated little intragenerational mobility. The 
jobs they hold now have no more status than the jobs they 
heave always had. Perhaps, it could even be said that they 
have experiénced @ reduction in status with the new part—time 


JODS versus the Bulding and trappine vocations. 


structural Mobility 

With the development taking place in the region, there 
may be increased demand for recreation which may in turn mean 
imereased demand for guides and outfitters. An increased 
Geman esis ai anereased imacome for guides and outliers 
would be wuwpward vertical mobility. Realivange the possibility 
Om this increased imcome, Some indi g@enous people may desire 


LO Sev upsor expand their guiding amd outfitting operations. 


Residential Mobility 


Eleven of the twenty-five heads of households report 
having worked sometime outside the Grande Cache region. Only 
four have worked in two or more places outside the area. 

No one has worked outside the province. Most of those who 


have worked outside the region worked within two hundred miles 
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of the region. One person worked for a period oF only 
three weeks outside the area. 

Although 50 percent said they would like to work at 
the coal mine, and 76 percent said they would like to work 
at some other job in the new townsite, only 4 percent said 
they would be willing to move into the new town with their 
families (Table 14). They strongly indicate a desire to live 
im iniei nr present surroundings. 

The decision made by individuals to migrate or not 
entails a concept of what it would be like to live in the new 
location. If the attitude of the individual is negative 
towards the new area, the likelihood of immigrating to that 
area is decreased. Hence, if the people of Grande Cache 
have negative attitudes towards the new town of Grande Cache 
or any city for that matter, it is unlikely that they would 
Migrate to that area. 

Thirteen people at Grande Cache responded to the 
question: "What are the advantages of city life?" All 
thirteen said there were no advantages (Table 15). The attitude 
is made explicit by Table 16, which lists some of the 
disadvantages of the city as expressed by the respondents. 

Residential mobility is also hindered by low income, 
lack of equity, and cash reserves. furthermore, only two out 


of 18 respondents had any type of savings account, JHence, 
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Tackle 14 
Pa ADVANTAGES OF CITY Lie AS EXPRESSED BY 


THE PEOPLE IN BRULE, ENTRANCE, 
AND GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA, 1969. 


BRULE ENTRANCE GRANDE CACHE 
Sample pample sample 

Item Di Ze y Response piuge  shespONse ol Ze nes louse 
none 14 8 14 8 le) i) 
Better medical 

care & general 

services 14 4A 14 2 be O 
Better shopping 14 2 14 2 3 O 
More recreation 

& culwure 14 2 14 3 13 6) 


—_— 


it is very unlikely that the residents could even afford to 
move even if they chose to do so. Not only 1s a poor opinion 
of a new location a hindrance to making a decision to move, 
but a favorable opinion of the area in which one is presently 
located reinforces a decision not to move. 

Abramson in her study defines a push pull theory of 
mobility: 

"Readiness to move can then be related to the extent 

to which the community or residence DROVE Cesa Lina 


variety of ways a congenial accommodation bo ule 
criteria,and requirements of the individual or 


Pani ly. 


"Jane A. Abramson, The Potential for Social Mobility: Develop- 


ment and Application Ota Mobility Ty polos Seska voona, sie 
Ganadian Centre for Community Studies, ree Demos 
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Table 16 


DISADVANTAGES OF CITY LIFE AS EXPRESSED BY PEOPLE 
IN BRULE, ENTRANCE, AND GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA, 1969. 


BRULE ENTRANCE GRANDE CACHE 
sample pample sample 
dW ore Guile re: ay, 1 ABS 2 19 1 
Pace, Rush, etc. ih 6 15 Oe 19 6 
Too Dig, too 

crowded, insec-— 

Tigi aty ay 5 1S 9 ie, 5 
Drunkenness ey O V5) ) 19 3 
Employment problem 17 2 is @) 19 2 
SMOKE, Smog, 

pollution hers 1 Tee) 4 19 O 
been ecos vy Ol 

living 17, O 15 0 19 5 
Poor environment 

1oc chaidren az, 3 is O 19 O 


The people at Grande Cache are emotionally attached to the 
Gefion., This expression can be noved im Table ty. Uae first 
reason that most of the people in Grande Cache give for liking 
the area is simply that they were born and raised here:.and 
so feel an attachment to the region. 

Note, however, that if because of regional development 
the socio-economic and behavioral characteristics of the 


individuals or family change, their attitudes toward immigration 
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54 
may change too, if the region cannot provide for their new 
desires. If because of demonstration effects and association 
with the new Town of Grande Cache the people decide they 
want electric lights in their houses and easy access to 
theatres, the people may decide that their present environment 


is not desirable and decide to immigrate. 


Taple Lz. 


ADVANTAGES OF LIVING WHERE THEY ARE AS EXPRESSED BY PEOPLE 
IN BRULE, ENTRANCE, AND GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA, 1969. 


BRU LE ENTRANCE GRANDE CACHE 
Item N Response N Response WN Response 


Pleasant area, 


scenery 15 °&#&26 15 6 24 2 
Ureccom, oule l= 

ness iS) " 15 8 ee 6 
Home (born & 

raised here) 15 0 15 1 24 16 
Lower cost of 

Living TS >) 1S) 1 24 0 
Environment (good) 

Pou -Cniildren 15 4 15 1 24 O 
Sports (games) 15 2 iS 2 24 0 


Susi Eon an 


summary 


Successful individuals are in high social strata and 


have a great deal of mobility. The Grande Cache population 
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is in a low social stratum as far as national vower and 
Dresvige, relative wealth, and knowledge and skills are con- 
cerned. Furthermore, they are all in virtually the same 
Social stratum, being very little differentiated in any 
characteristics. The social mobility >2f these people is very 
restricted. Vertical mobility is practically non-existent, 
ena there is little indication that the rate will change in 
the near future. Presently a fair amount of horizontal 
mobility exists within the region, as individuals are able to 
obtain various part-time jobs quite readily. Little inter- 
Om invuragenerational mobality exists. Sons have jobs! of ne 
higher prestige than their fathers had; probably the labor 
Porceynas jovs of no higher status and noe much more income 
Ulan Une y Mave ever had. Sore potential exists for struc- 
tural changes); to increase the income of guides and outfitters 
as more recreation is demanded following regional develop- 
ment. The people have very little residential mobility, 

and indications are that the residential mobility will not 
increase significantly in the near future. Attitudes are 
very favorable towards urban living. [In general, the Grande 
Cache social system is in a low social stratum and indica- 
tions are that they will remain there through the 

forseeable future unless concentrated efforts are made to 


improve their social mobility. 
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CHAPTER V 
SOCIALIZATION OF THE CHILDREN 


Human resources development often aims, not at 
developing the present generation, but at developing future 
generations, Therefore, instead of endeavouring to retrain 
people too old to change vocations or upgrade older people 
With Lhutle education, often the philosophy is) to) sramntiahese 
people a satisfactory Standard of living throvel social weil— 
hare measures, iahe mope that, 2 the slum conditions are 
wemovedsor at least elileviated and schools with adequate 
mecmll jes ere bUilt,ssne chalaren wall) pe mousy cue waom 
work and achievement values and have the technical training 
wo succeed in lite. 

Children are diftferentially equipped with atti tudes 
and “skills "contingent agomitn cue socialization. It ahey ave 
the skills required of them by society——perseverance, ration- 
ah isle Uy Sad so uner character otras conducive to 
achievement--they are more likely to succeed than children 
who have few of these skills or goals. Thus the important 
question is: "How well are these children being equipped 


by their socialization to compete Wit the ominmelt society?" 


one terms dominant, creater, or Superordinate society refer 
to the majority sector of society. The terms subordinate or 
lesser society refer to the minority sector of society. 
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The Coneept of Socialization of Personality! 


Man's nature and personality are, in part, the product 
of Ais participation im the lite of social groups. He acquires 
the ideas, habits, and attitudes composing the core of his 
personality through his relationships with others. The term 
socialization is used to designate the process by which 

social interaction results in the formation of personality. 

No two personalities are ever identical. Differences 
in original nature and in social experience build unique 
personalities. However, emphasized here are those aspects 
of personality which enable the individual to participate an 
tie wactivities of his family and community and through which 
these groups are to some extent able to predict and control 
his actions. Through socialization the individual becomes a 
functioning member of society. His behavior generally falls 
‘rhe theories developed in this section are a consensus of 
theories as expressed by the following authors: Joseph Bensman 
2nd Bernard hosenbers, "Socialization: «Fitting Man stollis 
Society ~olne Study 01 society, Peover nese, ed. (New York: 
Random House, 1967), pp.134-152; Logan Wilson and William 
i. Kolb, sociological Analysis: An Introductory Texteand 


Case Book (New York:* Harcourt, Brace, and Worle; Ime.) 1949), 
pp. 181-184; George Herbert Mead, Play the Game, and the 


Generali vedsOther,..00ciolesreal Analysis: 3) An Ininoductory 


mexveand Case Book, Logan Wilson and William bo Kolb, ¥ ed. 


(New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, Inc.), pp.187-194; 


Wel. Ghomas, The Regulation of Wishes, Sociological Analysers: 


An Introductory Text and Case Book, Logan Wilson and William 
ibe Molby ieds (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, inc.) 


1949), pp. 185-186. 
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5R 
well within the limits of tolerance established by culture; 
his goals and purposes are basically those given to him by 
Ene 2roup, “and ne “acts according to the culturally patterned 
relationships by which he and others ean achieve their indi- 
Vidual and collective ends. 
Understanding the precise character of the socializa-— 
tion process can be gained only by DPocusinge atten Grom on 
Eve feneral "course Of intant personality development and 
Dy “peoceedines inrough ditferens leyele so the complex person- 
2erGy Struc wire Of the Sociadized family and community member. 
Wet. (homas sin the selection ine Regulation of Wishes 
fives general orientation and @ basis for discussing the 
Cerilies es uaces Or socialization. | The major points empha- 
sized by Thomas are these: 
1) Act#on flows from the meaning whieh the actor 
Cmdivtcual) atieches tO ules=1uuatlom-m 2) sjnece 
meanings ~- definitions of the situation -—— are 
CSvchimiied Dy thes avuLuudeos nOrmed On Ul em pasts on 
past experience and related to the situation in 
Wien the aetor finde himsel:; 3) although the chi id 
ve osvychologicalily capable Of shoring Nis Onl veri 
Mipions, Ne 1S "porn 21te al eroup whiten hasvalready 
defined most general situations and has developed 
aporoprvate rules of action, so that he adopts these 
rather than form his own spontaneous assessments. 


i) the tires Stage the child Learie 10 adapt nis 


Activity vo taat of adults. He Mearns to manage che tensions 


| 


Thomas, The Regulation of Wishes, pp. 185-186. 
Ibid., pp. 185-166, as summarized by Wilson and Kolb, 


Sociological Analysis, pp. 181-184. 


Po — 


a 7 
padiay ee sieabcamton oc rated ole at wel ah if. 
A thi of mb rey, sect Ngiitisn Loven -a/te tees Ino 
ie insiyo Tadd, OF gaehinbeu Ett hess 
em at | Fike Sri , Sat toate we 


ens AY J teal ee Esubs ¥, 


boprce)d ps ul 
- i ht! “| ie hi 
a4?) to 3wafoneelos 3619959 “35h; suskaed eee Ba 


~ay > le bOOe 


« 
7 ¢ » Fr = = > 

_— ~ - 7 ® << 
Vis : ~ - 1ia0 Vo kee —-— bl ae os 


s “bes Peroncc loved Vy flenoeisg, v fi 3 
. ma = _- -. a4 ¢ ’™ - 
~ pa) at selalon vt- Ot tiered sree 6 tirakeor ea 


“4 rie 404° 2417 TO matoude, % 


gndn s0? " o (Be ly Sirs EP tre td Pe ald i aplt’ sau 

—- ——----———_ an — 

syi> ei ee eno pss at ra poflayrmeacie lersangp 

ss 
: , 

0 = 7 
foe 5 iy rics hig fae eo eS = Jeais 
~ ff zi n0¢) {dla 9 AOL F s£ice! = pe 


-4e0c; eee aesedT wif 


fips icpuenh att moch euelt donee tt 
ajts (5 jo enepe J | ) getoctte | Lepeivpbee). 
ari m— GOTOM eo UNS (wei ae sh — a tnaem, 2 
to <ebied. Safty 20) 85 ES ie cette Yeh OES aatg5 
pel motes ont: Wulir: Boa sgn gine ¢ my 
Prins gi") wot five + fxee li MEAL we Se end Ts. 
baad te Gf! 44 rie  pfianed sats clytoye | 
Speen Cad At ifepot mid ae sereel me ge) ite 
Ercole A Sait | OFS. F150 Faas Oe iF : 4 = ' Fe Yeeky 


ong! Ge vt tae sw Asks OG Le 2a a 
S785 ou nsoAeoe eirescoscees Twa ain mre rt F 


aif sgehe c ‘Ast bites matt Saori eal. mee ¢ 
engdnirsd eit ery tit ean, 10 erred ah lal ee fy 


jw — i= 


2) 
set up by the drives of his original nature, and because 
of his helplessness he is forced to aceepur ihe @roup derini-= 
‘ICs Ol te situation, ine the second stage he is likely 
to develop some spontaneous definitions and achieve a certain 
degree of independence. In the thira Slave Ol socialize son 
the definitions of other members of the group are inter-— 
Maia Zed ime ties chi rd. 

According to Mead! daniguage is the key Go internaliza— 
tion of attitudes. Adults define certain situations and 
Salkime to tne Chald@aboun a certain act bring out the same 
response in the child that the act elicits in the parent. 

BP parcnu Can elicig atiitudes. towards situavions) tice child 
HeceiOtey eb expermenccalby describing aces anc ob jecta. sin 
thisemanner tne parents can exert influence on the child's 
attitude toward such a far-off event as a career. 

In the process of socialization the sources of influence 
MeaveOew classi mied ACCOrdine GO Gnesi ty nc) dural lon son 
time, The sources of influence from primary to Secondary 
Sources ar6 the family, peer, anc. play eroups, friendship 
and work groups, reference groups, and finally professional 
Zroups. 

The family 1s probably the most influential sroup 


titie socialization process. The child models his behavior 


‘Mead, Play and the Generalized Other, pp. 187-134. 
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60 
in terms of his parents. The idea of behavior in the 
dominant society is received mainly from parents. 

PromMmpeerm sroune and -play Sroups, the individual 
learns roles, the most basic of which are sex roles. He 
learns opinions, attitudes, even of people he may never meet—- 
a learning situation facilitated by language. 

Personality and Denavior are moulded to a degree by 
reference groups. These are groups with which the individual 
hes mo darect contact. Classical examples of the infinence 
OI Geterence groups are young 2irls wio endeavor to emilatve. 
MOVie= Stans Or youns boys who try to acy dake soldiers. 

Professional groups are groups one belongs to mainly 
as an adult. These grouvs maintain certain ethical codes 
and norms mainly on the threat of sanction or expulsion. 
Groups like the medical association or the bar association 
exempt y such plLolescsitonal eroups. 

ive Socialization Of the Cirildren 
in the Grande Cache Region 

The children of the Grande Cache region are learning 
the Oe oeor the Metis social system primarily through 
family, play group, and educational influences. One must 
determine, however, how well this particular type Of Sociali= 
gation equips the youngsters to compete in the greater society. 
Five factors are considered here to be indicators of the 


potential for child adaptation. They are (1) adult: alienation 
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(2) physical environment, (3) social environment, (4) 
education of the children, and (5) the aspirations .of the 
adults for the children. ‘The first and fifth are factors 
influencing the socialization of the child through the family 
as a primary group, while the second, third, and fourth are 


factors of influence through peer, play, and Pricndshi p> eroups. 


Alienation of the Adults 

A later chapter indicates that in some respects the 
people at Grande Cache may not be as alienated as the people 
at Brule and Entrance. The people of the Grande Cache social 
System apparently do not feel as powerless and socially 
isolated as do the people at Brule and Entrance (Table 20). 
However, Grande Cache appears to be much more powerless than 
Brule and Entrance. If the children are fairly powerless, 
they may eventually seek illegitimate means to realize their 


goals. 


The Physical Hnvironment 

The children have been growing up in a physical 
environment that emphasizes nature, and lack of physical 
amenities. They have never experienced urban living with 
such items as paved streets, doorbells, and running water. 
Such things are quite foreign to them and hence a way of life 


— 


lone concept of alienation is dealt with in Chapter 7. 
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impwhrech these ere substituted Tor nature could create 
apprehension in the individuals towards such an adjustment. 
It would be an extremely big step for these children to ac- 
cept a career in a city. The estrangement of the children 
from city life, together with the apprehension of the parents 
towards city life, makes it extremely unlikely that these 
children would ever succeed in any occupation involving urban 


residence. 


The Social Environment 

Few group activities were evident in the region. 
Wiitterorsanizéd activity “such as Soehals>) picnics, Or vspor ting 
events were noted. There were no softball diamonds, However, 
a rodeo is held once a year. Apparently the only other 
organized meetings are the monthly church Services enuuocca— 
sional card games. There appeared to be no organized 
AGtivuiLes Lor young people. 

The implications of this lack Of Organized eroup 
activity are twofold. First of all) the influence or the 
family as a primary group will be Ti tiihe modified) bysotier 
eroups. Hence, tne attitudes, norms, and traditions ef ire 
family will be more strongly entrenched in the children than 
4f the children were to observe the attitudes and conduct of 
other groups. ‘Secondly, the children themselves will have 
ithe stimulation for organization and group BC od Villy we 


participation of the youngsters in group gctivaty will be 
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ompeded. They will have little ability to organize for 


political ends or pressure groups later in life. 


Die sicucevil on of the Chi jdaren 

Until 1967 the children at Grande Cache had no access 
to classroom instruction. In age group six to sixteen 20 
children are presently in school, and eleven are not at school. 
They attend two schoolrooms at Muskeg and the other at Suza 
Creek. They range in grades from one to six. The schools are 
newly constructed and of the portable type. They are equipped 
WiuMmtelectric ilehts, rojectors, and Guplacatore. | vie 
teachers appear to be guite capable and interested in their 
work; however, once again the problem arises—-the Metis 
elistdren have» mixed Jittle with non=-Indtan childrens They 
and their parents fear the conseguences of their attending 
schools populated mainly by non-Indian children. Thus there 
1s @ottle likelihood that the Metis children would) go on 
to secondary school either at the new town of Grande Cache 
or elsewhere. Grade Eight will probably be a cut-off point 


foremost Of the Metis children. 


The Aspirations Opethe Aduists tor Therm Chitidren 


Aspirations of adults for their children are often 
very powerful influences on the future vocations of the 
children. Table 18 indicates that the people at Grande Cache 


are probably as concerned as the people at Brule and Entrance 
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65 
that their children go to school, get good jobs, and stay 
out of trouble with the law. The response at GranGe Cache 
to the statement "it would bother me if my children moved 
away to work" is a surprise. One might have hypothesized 
that being somewhat of a traditional society, which generally 
implies close family relations, the people of Grande Cache 
would have been bothered by the prospects of their children 
going out into the world. Just the opposite seems the case. 
In fact, the results here tend to imply that the more 
cosmopolitan the society is, the more apprehensive they are 
about their children leaving home. 

in answer to the question "which of these jobs are 
mot good enough for your son for the rest of his life" very 
few of the jobs were rejected by the people at Grande Cache 
(Table 19). Only two jobs were rejected by more than 50 
peucent of Une respondents as mot @o0d enough Dor their sons. 
These were the vocations of bartender (94.7 percent rejection) 
and coal miner (63.1 percent rejection). The rejection of 
Wve bartencer job may have religious conmotation, Sance 100 
peteecndvu ol tne people said they were very reliczious or sone 
what religious. The fact that so many rejected the coal 
miner 0b has important implications, since the coal mine 
has maj or polential for resional employments i tie: people 
have a negative attitude towards employment at the mine the 


POssioility of employment im the major industry of vuhe region 
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66 
fable 19 
VOCATIONS REJECTED BY THE RESPONDENTS IN THE ‘THREE 


SAMPLE AREAS AS NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR THEIR SONS 
POR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES 


iti NEE Pee Seo oie ee eee eee ee 
Prestige’ 
Rating Vocation Brule Entrance rande 
Cache 
N percentN Percent N percent 
revect reject reject 
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Robert W. Hodge, Paul M. Siefel, and Peter H. Rossi, 
"Occupational Prestige in the United States 1925-63 


American Journal of Sociology, 70 (November, 1964), 286- 


302, Alex inkeles and Peter H. Rossi, "National Comparisons 
of Occupational Prestige," American Journal of Sociology, 

61 (January, 1956), 329-339. This rating is generally 
universal in industrialized western societies. This was 
confirmed in this study. 

These vocations are not specifically named but are similar: 
to vooations rated 60 and 55. 
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67 
will be hampered, 

Note that the prestige ratings on the national and 
international scale diminishes towards the bottom of the 
table. Then note that the people at Grande Cache are much 
slower to reject the vocations as prestige drops than are the 
people at Brule and Entrance. Combining information from 
Vable AG and Table. 19, oné- can Conclude that the people at 
GrvangesCechs are just as coneeérned ac the people aa Brule 
and Entrance about getting good pods, but *thel yyconesptivor 
Wheat “denotes a 200d job ditfers quite markedly trom the 
concepts of the other two areas. If the people regard even 
CNewrOver= Suatwis jJObS as adequate Bor thelr children, mates 
very unlikely that the children will be encouraged to attain 
more education in order to enter a steady and secure vocation 


of higher status. 
summary 


The children are not being socialized in a manner 
that will equip them with the attitudes, desires, and tech- 
nical ability to compete in the dominant society. Under 
present circumstances they will enter the labor market with 
little upward mobility. Through demonstration errects 
eventually they will desire the goods and services demanded 
by most individuals in the dominant society, through lack 
of training and attitude they will probably have to take lower 


status jobs that will bring them only more poverty. 
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CHAPTER VI 


PROBLEMS INHERENT IN INDUSTRIALIZATION EXPRESSED BY 
THE GRANDE CACHE SOCIAL SYSTEM 
Wien @escriving accu ture teon among the Cree Indians 
of Winisk, Ontario, following the establishment of a radar 
base, Liebow and Trudeau say: "Youngs men unhesitatinely 
expressed a preference for. wage labour over Ccappune, “ouy 
the thinking and attitudes that lay behind this preference 
aes Olea tak) clear."! Perhaps Metis and Indians do not 
always prefer the ways of life revolving around trees and 
animals to steady wages. Broom and Selznick in quoting 
from Morris David Morris say about industry coming to a 
poverty stricken community in India: 
The desperate poverty of the countryside made avail- 
able a large labor supply that was eager to move 
into industry as opportunity appeared. Once employed 
in the factories, the workers on the whole rather 
réadily adjusted to the disciplinary requirements 
of mechanized industry. 
Henee, some traditional cultures may regard industrialization 
as preferable to traditional modes of employment. 
Irrliot lhivebow, and John Trudeau, "A Prelimimary Studyaof 


Acculturation Among the Cree Indians of Winisk, Ontario," 
Arctic, 15 (September, 1962), 190-204. 

“Morris David Morris, “The Labor Market in india," in 
Wilbert E. Moore and Arnold S. Feldman, Labor Committment 
and Social Chanze in Develoving Areas (New York: Social 


Science Research Council, 1960), pp. 197-198. 
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Whether or not the indigenous people of Grande Cache 
will benefit from industrialization depends in part on what 
they see as the advantages and disadvantages of industriali- 
zation. several questions were included to deduce the 
feelings of the indigenous people toward the development in 
the region. First of all, an effort was made to determine 
how oriented toward the outdoors the people are when com-— 
pared 0 Some other activities. Other questions were “asked 
to ascertain what they thought the development would do for 
(or to) certain aspects of the area. Finally, they were 
asked how they felt towards more non-Metis coming to their 


recreacronal activities. 
Recreational Activities 


Table 20 is 4 summary of the response vo, the tecrea— 
tional activities question obtained in the thyee aneas. | Nowe 
that the people at Grande Cache are more adamant about 
building furniture. When a few were asked why they would 
like to build furniture they replied, in effect, that they 
didn't have much furniture. The people at Grande Cache were 
almost unanimous about their interests in fishing and hunting. 
The attitudes at Grande Cache toward fishing and hunting 


were significantly different from the feelings at Brule and 


Entrance. 
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Table 20 


RECREATIONAL INTERESTS AT BRULE, ENTRANCE, 
AND GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA, 1969. 


hecceayLone! Brule Hntrancs Grande 
Activity s Cache 
Nererecent NN Percenth . Percent 
Yes Yes Yes 
(Pe YONI cts rowed s coutac eS evans e 1 SO eG Oe eo sae 
Coos hurniwure. a. Solbe) 43.0.4 O=- 50. Cuneo 92555 
Sj) AUIS ee ae mOerenO (f FOr6 16 68.0" 26 36,5** 
em Ge Theirs hens lates cave) oe UChr oes) Pe ace COO 
DLS LaUrieie totic tenets te see, Om OwO> gy Wieeeee onan omen a9 
Gn eilake a Speech, ...6 VhT Be lor fom 925) tc0 
Tomita CIA MO wnien oli oe, ol Cpe Cu ae DO One 
Se ears SCI ee acaits SU(m POC Ou 62.95 25 ite 2 
OF REGO. wo ess Pee ee eh MO eo iO ae ie een eee ee aa 
Ome eae iL eo. = Om cA ane ad 
141. Walk Through Trees 18 66.7 16 100.0 26 92.3 


(a, WE Gees ee eo orn CE Be Ce ie Onis 
MET ns tyes Selecta Pi emgOe 10 Macrae DOR ae 
WeeePomn elictures. 6. ioe | ten we ifepictomecon m2 ORS 
tobe scoccer, ocOrtball.. 13° 23-1 16. 1255 h25e 20.0 
(ave eho Elme vise. «2, 6s OOD TG Os 8 22 
9). CLEA ee ec ee Lela iese ihe Ay 22ers NORIe 
Tepe ee eis Lelie ied Gs aes Melee cea 


* Significantly different at the 25% Level of confidence. 
ya Significantly different ab the 10% Level of COMiUence. 


xxx —Siomiticantly different at the 5% level of confidence. 
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Attitude Towards the Mine 


The respondents were asked if they thought the 
setting up of MacIntyre Porcupine Mines at Grande Cache was 
a 2000 thing. Table 21 indicates that 62 percent of the veople 
at Grande Cache thought it was a good thing. Brule and 
Entrance were more optimistic perhaps because the people at 
Brule and Entrance are not as involved with the mine as are 
the people at Grande Cache, or it may be that the people at 


Brule anc Entrance are more cosmopolitan. 


Table 21 


ATTITUDE TOWARD MACINTYRE PORCUPINE MINES 
AS EXPRESSED BY THE SAMPLED PEOPLE AT BRULE, 
ENTRANCE, AND GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA, 1969. 


Brule Entrance Grande Cache 
Item i Percent» 4 Percent =| Percent 
Yes Yes Yes 


Miougit= 2. as a good 
thing that MP is at 
Gree OAC Cu us sisters CE OO 1 Canned, Zi os 


Wewld dike to work 
Soe Cle hie vse oe ele a is 23 14 536) 26 a0) 


Would like to work at 
another job in 
Grantee Cache. v..cc.es 14% 43 3 O25 ee 
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When asked what they thought the coming of the mine 


would do to certain aspects of the lives of the people in the 
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Grande Cache social system, the people in the three communities 
Geplied as taoulated in Table 22, THe people at Grande Cache 
felt that the coming of the mine would do considerable 

damage to Tishing, hunting, trapping, and the beauty of the 
countryside. People were not quite so sure that it would do 
extensive damage to guiding. In fact, some even thought it 
might help the guiding business. 

A difference between supérordinate society end a 
subordinate group is reflected in the replies concerning the 
erfect of development on the social life and family closeness 
of the community. The Grande Cache social systemiielt develop— 
Mentewould Nari uieir social lite and family ttes;, while te 
people ob Brule and Bntrance could not imagine 10 Coins much 
damage. The Brule and Entrance people generally felt that, 
rater shan harming the social life and igmiily closeness of 
the people at Grande Cache, development would actually help 
these things. Perhaps superordinate groups tend to remain 
au a)cdistence and really tail to see many of the probleus 
of subordinate groups. 

Om ime obner Nand, ‘only yone Ghigd te ine peoplewa. 
Grende Cache telt that they would be bothered oy ther; presence 
of non-Metis at their local Aone This attitude indweates 


that they are perhaps willing to socialize with the non-Metis 


population. 


‘an snflux of non—-Metis will come about with development. 
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So indications are that although the people at 

Grande Cache are more negative in attitude towards indus- 
trialization of Grande Cache than the people at Brule and 
Entrance, the people at Grande Cache are not strongly opposed 
to At. On the contrary, it would scem thet, évem thovueh they 
feel development may harm that which has been a part of their 
life (hunting, etc.), they regard this harm as inevitable. 
Instead they will accept the much-preferred ready income that 
accrues to the Various jobs that they may assume in the dev- 
eloping industries. It seems they are remorseful about losing 
Some of their old ways of life; it also appears that they. 
Fesard some of the possible features of their new way of lite 


Sufficient to make the latter preferable to the former. 
Two Major Problems Expressed by Grande Cache People 


Mee LranstouL1on. Fo 1neuwstrialLizga von DecI ns] Chere sac 
beund to be a feeling of insecurity. This feeling of 


insecurity was most strongly expressed in their statements 


at 


regarding land tenure. With coal miners obtaining leases 


to the land all around them and with the Wilmore Wilderness 


3 


Park boundary being moved to facilitate the leases, the people 


express great fear that they might be (Wen@eeh mov vitleaiger, MeublS; 


lithe problem regarding land tenure is described in Chapter 2. 


20 Pp, Adams, "Economic Change in the Grande Cache Region of 
Alberta" (unpublished Master's thesis, University of Alberta, 


1969). 
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they unanimously expressed a desire to obtain some legal 
rignts, to Some land in these familiar Sus rounding ss. aa lay 
desired communal ownership of the land but could not unani- 
mously agree on the location of this land. | From here it 
seems they feel they could be somewhat protected from the 
larger society and could pick and choose their own way of 
integrating with the non-—Metis population. 

The second major problem expressed by some of the 
Metis people of Grande Cache is the possibility that they 
may not be allowed to let their horses range freely when not 
Usece, wome Metis reported that they Nad been wold by certain 
people that their horses were reducing the grazing for wild- 
tite in the region and henceforth would have to be restricted 
in Srazing area, The Metrs felt both problems could be solved 
oe Giese legal rights to enough land on which to graze 


iaecvienorses. 
Summary 


Mie Deneti tbs of Industriel zatvon will depend.) am 
part, on how the people view UNOS te Vedder UaOlle | ye ere som 
not they will accept employment with the town or mine will 
be determined somewhat by their general attitude towards 


jndustrialization. The statistics indicate the people at 


Grande Cache are more outdoors-oriented than the people at 


‘This problem is described in Chapuer 2. 
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Brule and gntrance. They also feel that the mine development 
will do considerable damage to many outdoor activities such 


as fishing and hunting. Yet 63 percent of the Grande Cache 


people thought it was a good thing that this development is 
taking place. Hence, it appears they are ready to accept 

the change. The Metis spoke of two major problems in the 
region, ‘The? first problem is the lack of Vand tenure with 

its inherent insecurity, while the second is the threat of 
Testrictuion of Brazing rights for their horses. ~ Both oroblens, 
it seems to them, could be solved by receiving permanent 


Fic@is Vormsurlrcient, Land to erage therr Norses: 
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CHAPTER VII 

MEASURING ALIENATION WITHIN THE GRANDE CACHE SOCIAL SYSTEM 

uThe history of man could very well be written as 

a history of the alienation of man." 

irese words by <wrich Kanler @erve webl to amtro= 
auce us to the importance of the conéept of alienation in 
understanding both man and community. John P. Clark says 
"The concept [alienation] has proven useful to many contem- 
porary SOcLOlOzi Sts, social phillososhers, and social 
historians in describing and interpreting man's social 
behavior. "* The measuremenv (or alivenatviron wrthin the Grande 
Cache social system can do much to further an understanding 
of the social system and its potential for adjustment to 


LeOuUS bet ala Zo tion. 
Dein tt On 


The concept of alienation is a central theme in the 
classics of Marx, Weber, and Durkeim. Marx, for instance, 


uses the term to describe the alienation workers may feel 


‘arich Kahler, The Tower and the Abyss (New York: Braziller, 
toi) pe 


“John P. Clark, "Measuring Alienation within a Social system,” 
hweriean Sociolorical Review, 24 (December 1959), 849. 
Gace tei cc eC SERRE SL SP” RN ESR 
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as a result of the factory system. Workers perhaps feel 
an estrangement from their work as a result of factory tech- 
nology, the increasing division of labor, and .capitaiiet 
DEOpEraY AMSti tutions. The governing ol the gace sof work 
by the machine system turned the worker into a mere machine 
and made him feel powerless. The division of labor frag- 
mented the relation of the individual to his work and resulted 
in a loss of meaning or sense of purpose in his work. Be- 
cause the worker did not share in the profits or decision 
making of the factory, the worker had a sense of isolation 
from the system of organized production and its goals. 

More “contemporary writers generalazed ihe ideascs 
miienation. “Joni P. Clark says of alienauivon: 


Or the numerous definitions given to alienation —— 
Declines Of Meanie besenece, POWeruLe sie ley elo 
ingness, being —- manipulated, social and self- 
1solatlon -= an 2solable feature in all of them ic 
Monies Teeliienot (lack ton means (power) to eliminate 
the discrepancy between his definition of the role 
Neto olayins end Tae ole Wert cele Ne tsnoulda ve 

Dla viies in a) sieve thon, Al eras Ons iom Vile mde see 

to which man feels powerless to achieve the role he 
Nase Ce vermimed ton be even ti Uli DiS times peeh ele el wie 
tious. Those who feel their actions meaningless 
Would make them meaningtul if they could, those 

who feel they do not belong would cause themselves 

to belongs if they could, those who peel mani pulaved 
Would cease to be so, those socially or self—-isolated 
would not be so if they were in position to change 
circumstances -- provided that they have decided 

that their roles rightfully should be different. ! 


"Sonn P. Clark, Measuring Alienation, p. 349. 
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Nettler describes an alienated person as “one who 
has been estranged from... hig society and the culture 
et carries,"! Melvin Seeman identifies five alternative 
meanings of alienation. They are powerlessness, méaning— 
lessness, normlessness, Vsolavion, and self—estrangement. © 
ome Vessicss 19)". 2, the expeclancy OF probability held 
by the individual that his own behavior cannot determine the 
occurence of the outcomes, or reinforcements he seeks." 
Meaninglessness is ". . . when the individual is unclear as 
to what he ought to believe -- when the individual's minimal 
standards for clarity in decision-making are not met." It 
ie@erearacterized by .\|4 : "a low expectancy that satustactory 
DigeGLCtLOnS (about future outcomes of behavior can be made." 
Seeman Celines normlessncss os a “o 3 . Mien expectancy 
that socially unapproved behaviors are required to achieve 
given goals." Seeman describes the alienated in the isolated 
sense ras those who ". . . 4@ssien Low reward, vale 
we weals or belieis that are typically highly valvedsin whe 
Puvyenpoocievy, ) Finally We Celinesssell—-eccirongenen tas 
Sssonmlally the inability of the indaviduel Posting seii— 
Gewarcing activities that engage him, It is inveresting) 10 


note that these various terms may be useful in describing 


lowynn Nettler, "A Measure of Alienation," American Sociological 


Reulew, 22 (December, 1957), 670-677. 
“Melvin Seeman, “On the Meaning of Mldenana on, "9 American 
Sociological Review, 24 (December, 1959), 783-791. 
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other phenomena. The "innovator" is the provoyy pesor 
alienation in the sense of normlessness in which the indi~ 
vidual innovates culturally disapproved means to achieve 


the goals in question. 
Measurement 


The author uses the definitions of powerlessness 
and normlessness much as Seeman has defined them. However, 
social isolation is used more in the sense of the warmth, 
security, or intensity of an individual's social contacts. 
Then the attempt is made to measure the powerlessness, norm- 
lessness, and social isolation of the people in the Grande 
Cache social system and compare the alienation based on these 
scales tothe alienation of the people at Entrance and Brule. 

At the beginning it was hypothesized that the people 
at Entrance and Brule are in a period of transition between 
breimdustrialized “and indusiurvalized society and would not 
be as socially integrated as the people at Grande Cache who 
have been in a pre-industrialized state. Furthermore, the 
people at Brule and Entrance should be more cosmopolitan, 
having more contacts with the greater society (automobiles, 
television, ean os newspapers, etc.) than the people at 
Grande Gache. Therefore, the people at Brule and Entrance 
should be more socially isolated than the people at Grande 


Gache. likewise the Brule and Bntrance people snaould be 
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81 
experiencing more of a feeling of powerlessness than the 
people at Grande Cache who may not have had much contact 
with the industrial and political world. Thirdly, the people 
at Brule and Entrance should be more normless than the people 
at Grande Cache simply because the people at Grande Cache 
should still have strong traditional rules (religion, nature 
instead of money, and others). 

Hleven statements were made and the respondents were 
requested to indicate whether they agreed with the state- 
ment, disagreed, or could not decide. Three statements were 
used to indicate normléssness, three to indicate social iso= 
dation, and five to indicate powerlessness. The answers 
were rated as shown in Table 23. 

Low scores indicate little alienation, while high 
scores indicate a higher degree of alienation. Possible scores 
for mormlessness range trom © 10 6, tor Gocial Asolation 
from 0 to 6, and for powerlessness from 0 to 10. Table 24 


summarizes the results. 
Social Isolation 


Table 24 indicates that the people at Brule—Entrance 
(mean = 1.4117) are perhaps more socially isolated than the 
people at Grande Cache (mean 0.8750), although the student's 


t-test only indicates that they are significantly different 


Bu tne 25 percent level of probability. Table 25 indicates 
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STATEMENTS USED IN 


Table 23 


THE SOURVEY TO -INDIGATE, THE 


DEGREE OF NORMLESSNESS, SOCIAL ISOLATION, AND POWERLESSNESS. 
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that much of the difference (although not conclusively 


different) may be attributable to Statement & 
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- "Iost people 
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Will go out of their way to help someone else." he people 


iq 
at srule-Entrance were not as sure as the people at Grande 
Cache that people will go out of their way to help someone. 
Not only do these statistics indicate that the people at 
Brule-Hntrance are more Socially isolated than the people 
at Grande Cache, but it also corroborates the contention 
that the Grande Cache social system is more of a traditional 
Society. People in traditional societies are often more 


interdependent. + 
Powerlessness 


Brule-Entrance (mean 2.6470) is more powerless than 
Grande Cache (mean 1.550) according to Table 24. . These two 
areas are Significantly different on the powerlessness scale 
at the 5 percent level (student's t-test). Table 25 indicates 
that this powerlessness difference might be due to State- 
ments 4 and 9. The people at Grande Cache felt that life 
is always worth living more so than did the people at Brule- 
Entrance. Also more people at Grande Cache felt that it is 
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lit fie Unteresting to relate: these-results tTopanpineident 
related by the storekeeper at Muskeg: Most people in the 
Breseowea a sizeable account to him for eroceriespand ary 
Boods, Jobs were scarce. One man obtained a job for a Tew 
months. when he had earned enough to bring his account down 
to the point where it was viable again, he ¢ave up his job 
to a neighbor so that his neighbor could do the same. 


& 


SE gle apa 
| SE aa 


~ 


, 
va ys 


onary te a iv 


na 
gined:, Tao" +4 ys oF, otis ge ect: a 


pe. a. i 7 _ =» 


Ylayjentores hen, prc bk $i: 


= 
| al ii - Pe =. oe re | # _ a 4 w ‘tiont 1600 - cB 


-_ i — - 
7 ; Sit. an Gets 2 Ton Sis coment ne= Pst 


: 2 
i 
aie | isi2 eaane 
ais 
rhetufra t vi rare o wich °3sté SLAs Ys 
( Sd lst Ld 


‘he , eit sefetedetses calm Ty dud .Sineae sted 


. tio. 4 . 1 Intooe oXesd stake se 


> 
~ rs rr & 
:: >) > y 48 E Cds po Os ay 4 
j 7 
. “ ots 
i 
~ 
‘ - i < | 
| + - ( ' \ PPTs ax" so ae 
! a a 
: 2 h@e%.<c : a > -° ft Reon) Se 
- 4 “- 
- - 
; 7 ae = s As oo Sa 
>, : c , 4 c wy wre i-lia v lio wolf bine bite. 3 = 3 > 
( »@ 
- ss - 
mito it iia) Level “FneO TOR, q& Sha 
- 
al . 9 P| ° mn soiae@ (\ ayes w Pp 
: Bib 3G “a c isEt ist] oot Dea. rawce alt 3 
. 7p 
_ 
‘ : i ~ = ' a at “a ~~. I 
e L\e bila 4 siparoshhimt 28 eigesq- oe aft = 


. 7 ’ 
~Sita c sfuasy add brh ped? cosepemr eave. nenew 4 
: - 


a 
> 
? 


ol 7 i 


dt Judd IIs]. séetvehnate sb siqesq sien ies ad 
_ 


tre bse is ay, adiire 
ar 2! “slooeay dai 
rh: Bye aohaneri LOT 
wot tort, aah a let 
own die ener. oe 


ap 


" 


86 
more important to plan today than to have fin vie The data 
bears out the hypothesis that the people at Brule-Entrance 


have more of a feeling of powerlessness than do the people 


at Grande Cache, 
Normlessness 


Table 24 does not bear out the hypothesis that the 
people at Brule-Entrance are more normless than the people 
at Grande Cache. In fact, just the opposite appears to be 
true. The mean of normlessness for Brule-Entrance is 1.7575, 
while the mean of normlessness for Grande Cache is 3.2857. 
Pre ldviierence is sitenificant at the 0,5 peréent evel (a 
very significant level). Contrary tosexpectations many more 
peopbetatecrandée Cache feel that moneyris the most important 
thing in life than do people at Brule-Entrance. Perhaps this 
result is only logical, sinee the people in the Grande Cache 
social system are very poor (Chapter 3). It seems reasonable 
that money is more important to people who are destitute. 
Hence, the people at Grande Cache are probably very conscious 
Of their poverty. Another insight of the ditference in 
normlessness between the people at Brule-Entrance and Grande 
Cache is given in Statement 3 of Table 25. The people at 
Grande Cache felt more strongly that there are reasons for 
lying than did the people at Brule-Entrance. There may be 
several reasons for this answer. First of all, there was 


a translation problem. This question is worded negatively, 
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87 
and the interviewers had to make special efforts to see that 
it was translated correctly. It seems rather odd that a 
people renowned for their honesty should answer in such a 
fashion.? Horeoven, sit could possibly be that they Be een 
honestly whereas people in the other region answered in the 


socially acceptable manner, 
summary 


The people at Brule-Entrance show more powerlessness 
(5 percent level of significance) than do the people at 
Grande Cache. An indication exists that the people at 
Brule-Bntrance are more Socially isolated although the t-test 
does not conclusively show that they are more isolated (25 
percent level of significance). Contrary to the hypothesis 
there is a strong indication (0.5 percent level of signifi- 
eance) that the people at Grande Cache are more normless 


than the people at Brule-Entrance. 


eee J.C. MacGregor in Pack Saddles. Also evident in remarks 
by white residents of the area who spoke highly ot, the 
honesty of the Metis people. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


OPINION LEADERS, CHANGE AGENTS, AND INNOVATION 
IN GRANDE CACHE 


If we know what a society's culture is, allen gh lowe ural 

its particular system of values and attitudes, we 

can predict with a fairly high degree of probability 

whether the bulk of its members will welcome or re- 

sist 2 particular “innovation. 

Until this point only the weaknesses of the Grande 
Cache social system for realizing net social and economic 
benefits from industrialization have been discussed. This 
System has been described as physically isolated, lacking in 
education, and very poor. The problems adults will have to 
opvein steady jobs of higher status have been discussed. ‘The 
problems of the children when they compete in the greater 
society have been discussed. Some of the fears and hopes of 
the social system as they relate to industrialization have been 
‘lenmbtiried. AS discussion proceeds, it becomes clearer cna 
these people probably will not realize a net social benefit 
from industrialization unless some social change takes place. 


The children must be able to obtain a better education, and 


the adults should have upgrading and training. A decision 


lpalph Linton, "Cultural and Personality Factors Affecting 
Economic Growth," The Progress of Underdeveloped Areas, 
edited by Bert #. Hoselitz (Chicago: “University of Chicago 
Press, 1952), p.74. 
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89 
has to be made regarding land tenure. Moreover, counseling 
on budgeting and dietary practices should be considered. 
So, while previous chapters show there is a need for new 
ideas (or innovations) in this region, this chapter describes 
how, in theory, new ideas receive acceptance. Pinally, based 
on this theory and the characteristics of this region, iis 


chapter studies how well one can expect innovation to proceed. 
the Concept or Innovation 


World history is filled with accounts of cultures 
Changed by ideas. Ideas have changed government structures, 
modes of travel, and countless other facets of cultures. 
However, it is noted that all ideas have some time lapse 
Devore receiving general recognition, in tacs, some ideas 
Hever = ceceive Penecral recogni tion. — socieuy Considers come 
ideas harmful and hopes that they never receive wide recog- 
nition. A current example is the issue of teenagers and drugs. 
Meveluneless, Many 1deas Can result in ereaver eriiciency 
Di nOoOUminOOuc Gl) ON, —Cheaclon. on more Lel sures Time, ands ue 
Dua ldings of a better world. Yet, many usetul 1deas nave not 
received general recognition in some societies. Whether the 
Peagon le simply Denorance or the wdea, or Tack on ability 
bOmubilage the tdea, the social system is now as well off 
aoelubecould be af it was to utilize the idea. 


An Innovation 2S an idea perceived 2S new by “cie 
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90 
individual.! For example, new ideas such as social movements, 
clothing fads, the hoist, compact cars, and the iron axe 
are innovations. Even in the case of technological innovations 
it is the idea of the new product that is diffused as well 
Bey ORes OD jSGl. 1 tse lt. 

Innovations are spread by diffusion. This diffusion 
process involves the innovation and its communication from 
one individual to another in a social system over time. A 
continuum of types of adoption decisions exists, ranging from 
individual choice to group decision. Individuals may adopt 
the innovation regardless of the decisions of other individuals 
in the social system, although the decision maker may be 
influenced by others in his system. For example, the farmer 
makes his own decision whether or not to grow a new variety of 
wieet. SAR intermediate point on the continuum is ?one that 
requires eroup approval before the individual can decide to 
ecepte the innovation, for example, a community recreation 
center. The opposite end of the decision continuum is the 
point at which the individual must accept the innovation 
whether he wishes to or not because the group has decided to 


aceept an innovation. For example, the fluoridation of 


community drinking water has to be accepted by the whole 


Broup regardless Or preferences. 


lrogers, Diffusion of Innovations, p. 13. 


-witanevar Tatoos ar” Agia 
ora Ata! fo? “Hoe: SAR eect: 
cHetietean! lest pafoniast te Bupo Std nt ae im 
flew ce Seerntiity SS et ens fgubo ry: 4a ae 
: -tiaast 2 
co feerPtvs crt iar fea Tt hein Eesage ate. sub havennl 
a=} tei idee invaer oe sat fos ioliavean?, ond aow Gobel 
_sel+ 1970 get eve, Sec! eink rations ay LarbiviBng 
niet url 7 ‘© santerseab nercire Ba %n aaqyy Be 
she ver Gtdnhivréal’ odn@idioe® sem oe iain 
efewhreiint sague Ve srotelosh. ald Fo eHehigenws tee | 
‘ou fen weve née fetoeh sig traits s, oh ah) fedecom 
Votey ai) (Se lqamxpets MST OY 2 oe bob td egadde us Bess : a 
le visluer wer oo uctp eddy ah, tala oe 2 ao 
ive tofoe ef aahanragie? g& 
ct sftuer yen petiery its Sad) ex6lied! Cemendyad een a 
ne ltaetoer tts distnes. ) /aiemetis ye? neler 
odd 2). n9GH IY) 64 ro tesesh Sis) Ioears Sof ath yo ‘ent | 
Heivavbrst e424 sqaose sda Teogiviaee sett pete 
of Befilcot an eiera Add Bevan ton oe ot wader — 
Yo poi shiton l(t’ set jatumeéxo “Od: ot sahihal ad ia: 
slow odt yet bedysgsaved d+ sai eee Vee 


7 


91 

ihe orns “of "a social! system and the status of the 
individual Opinion leader can hinder or help the spread of an 
innovation. It is important for change agents to be aware 
ePitune strueture in 4 social system when attempting to 
influence adoption decisions. This importance is emphasized 
byenozers: "ly is about as Unthinkable to study diffusion 
without some knowledge of the social structures in which 
potential adoptors are located as it is to study blood cir- 
culation without adequate knowledge of the structure of veins 
and arteries."! 

Rogers defines a norm as “the most frequently occurring 
patoern of overt behavior Tor the members of —@ particular 
social system", © He cavezori zed norms in a social system as 
traditional norms and modern norms. Traditional norms 
discourage the/adoption of new ideas. Modern norms encourage 
the use of innovations. Since individuals may be members of 
more than one social system, the norms of cach or these 
social systems may vary on the traditional-modern continuum. 

Not all individuals in a social system play equivalent 
Poles in diifusing idéas. One individual may tell only one 
other person about an innovation, while another person may 


tell many others about an innovation. The people who tell 


lRogers, Diffusion of Innovations, p.184. 


“Tpid., p.16. 
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Qe 
others about ideas or to whom others 20 Por advice aboul an 
innovation are known as opinion leaders, | Although everyone 
is @n Opinion Leader to some extent, Some individuals are more 
well known as opinion leaders, 

The source of ideas for the individuals accords Fo 
nogers Cetermines his cosmopoliteness. © ideas may be created 
within the social system or enter from an external source. 

One individual is more cosmopolite than another because he 
meceived the new idea from a source ocuteide the social system. 
Cosmopoliteness is the degree to which an individual's 
OPreiteti Ol 2Sevexternal to a particular Sociale oye tem, 

Opinion leaders are most often members of the social 
system in which they exert their influences. Sometimes the 
individuals im a social system are professional persons 
representing organizations external to the system. <A change 
aeenteis a Droress1onal person who altempis to iniivence 
qdooulon cdecusrons in 6 direction thaw he feels” ws desirebie, 
A change agent usually attempts to secure the adoption of 
new ideas, but he may also attempt to slow the diffusion and 
prevent the adoption of certain innovations. 

Nhen individuals or groups have tried an innovation and 


decide to continue its use, they adopt an innovation. The 
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mental process through which one passes from first hearing 
ol an innovation through its final acceptance is called the 
adopuion process. This process generally involves five stages. 
The stages are awareness, interest, evaluation, trials and 
adoption. Sometimes the trial stage may be omitted. ‘The 
time required to pass through each stage may be relatively 
long or very short. The innovation may be rejected at any 
Stage or discontinued after it has been adopted for sometime. 
The predilection for peasant societies to make group 
decisions regarding the adoption of certain innovations is 
Supported in the survey. The question was asked, "If land- 
hoe Given cto you Should it be communally owned or andividueally 
owned?" Of the 22 who answered, 16 said the land should 
be communally owned. Only two of the 16 respondents were 
able to indicate how much land the community should own. 
One said the community should own the equivalent of 160 
acres per family. The other said that the community should 
OWae a township Six Miles Square.- Six expressed.a desire 
for individual proprietorship of some land, the amount of 
which varied from 0.3 acres to 160 acres. One who desired 
only 0.5 acres for his house also wanted free range 
grazing permits for his horses. The six who expressed a 
desire for individual proprietorship only wanted some indi- 
vidual proprietorship within a communal ownership (ownership 


of their house, the land the house occupies, and the garden 
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The Sources of Information at Grande Cache 


ihe possible sources of information Tor innovacion 
at Grande Cache are the mass media, public servants, extension 
agencies, friends and neighbors, and dealers and salesmen. 
pince no one in this social system is cosmopolitan, friends 
and neighbors are not a good source of information. Most 
ef wae tinovatrons will have to be introdwmced by other means. 
As yet dealers and salesmen (other than the storekeeper) have 
done very little business in the region and so are presently 


not a good source of information. 


Mass Media 

An assessment of the mass media sources of information 
te -combtained in Table 26 No Métis in this resion owns @ 
television set. Most people have at least one radio (gen— 
erally a small transigtor). Only 12.5 percent, ead .any meve— 
papers or magazines at all, and 18.7 percent stated they 
could read somewhat. Therefore, the only mass media source 
of information for the Grande Cache social system is the 


PACT OC. 


Public Servants 


Public servants working in the area include two ele- 


mentary school teachers, two forest rangers, a game warden, 
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MASS MEDIA SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR 
INNOVATION IN GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA, 1969. 


Brule Entrance Grande Cache 
Day 4 . 
Tten ny Pereent y Percent y Percent 
Yes Yes Yes 


1, Owns Television 18 One ale eae OO 
2. Owns Radio 18 SE OD KS OA. 2a eee 


3. Reads Newspaper 

or Magazine 18 On. 0 16 GAO ae a AS 
4 Oba ved Interest 

iim Current World 

Coals 18 Oe Os pm sro eel 29.1 


bus sles Able to Read se PO ee Depp ere ikorer ay 


and a public health nurse who makes monthly Vici sse vou ule 
schools. Their success at bringing innovation into the rez lon 
will depend largely on the respect the indigenous people 
have for the public servants. Dialogue with the Metis during 
the course of the survey did not indicate any open opposition 


to any of the public servants in the region. 


Extension Agencies 
The Metis people were questioned about three agencies 
that seemed most likely to work in the area. No one recognized 


the names of any workers from the ARDA office at Edson, 
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Alberta. Everyone questioned at Grande Cache knew the 
Community Development Officer (CDO). Furthermore, everyone 
questioned knew the Alberta Youth Corps Workers. 

the intensity with which ARDA, Community Development 
and the Alberta Youth Corps interacts with the local people 
varies greatly. The first agency, ARDA, has done little 
extension work in the area to date. The CDO has had more 
personal contact with the people than ARDA. Some people 
indicated they had not seen the CDO or talked to him for many 
months. The third agency, the Alberta Youth Corps, sent 
workers to live in the Grande Cache region for the first time 
in 1968. They were to provide a more cosmopolitan source of 
information for the community. They endeavored to provide 
counseling and leadership in organization. They functioned 
Guite successfully in a process called "headstart" -- an 
endeavor to instill necessary attitudes in parents and young- 
Sters for successful attendance of the children at school. 
However, it appears the AYC suffered a setback when an un- 


favorable article was printed in a magazine describing the 


line letters ARDA represent the Agricultural and Rural 
Development Act under the auspices of the Human Resources 
Development Authority, Province of Alberta. Grande Cache 
4g within the region covered by the Edson ARDA OLLice. 
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the work in the area,! 


LHe Tirst. two change agents, ARDA and Community 
Development, have had apparently little success in the Tesion. 
fiis- lack of success might be due to little contact with 
the people in the region which in turn may be the result 
of no definite program of extension in the region by these 
two agencies. 

The third change agent, the Alberta Youth Corps, 
had some success but appears to have suffered at least a 
temporary setback because of careless PuUbLICIty. 

Rogers, in presenting a list of generalizations about 
innovations says, "The extent of promotional efforts by change 
agents is directly related to the rate of adoption of an 
innovation." If the change agents are not making frequent 
contacts in the region, they cannot expect to see many 
innovations in the social system because of their action. 


inere 1S a problem too, of people not understanding 


paul Grescoe, "The Canadian Youth Corps That Doesn't Make 
the Headlines," The Canadian Magazine, March 15, 1969, pp. 
18-21. The article was gleaned from the diary of one of the 
VOoucLnm Corps Workers. “Rerercnces were meade in the ert vcle to 
the standards of Living in the area, alcohol consumption, 
ange Sexual practices in the region, On hearings about the 
article some local people became quite upset and in some 
cases expressed concern vocally to the interviewers at the 
prospect of the workers returning the following year. 


“Rogers, DiLiucus Von ot, Innova bLons . pei blest 51 
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the role of the change agents. George M. Foster when referring 
to this problem says, "4... Todays peasant farmers often find 
themselves in similar, and in some Ways more extreme situa-— 
tions. Not only do they have no idea of the appropriate 
behavior associated with the role of the agricultural ex- 
tension agent: they don't know, until the agent arrives on 


aie séene, that there is such = role." 


This problem was 
observed in Grande Cache. None of the Metis understand why 
extension agents operate in the region. Therefore, the Metis 


are unable to utilize the extension agencies as much as they 


could if they were aware of the role of the change agents. 
Opinion Leaders 


Certain people. in a social system express their 
opinions relafively more than others, and the opinions of 
certain people are sought by others before innovations are 
made. Innovation can be facilitated by seeking out these 
people and working through them. Two questions were asked 
in this survey to determine who the opinion leaders were and 
who the formal leaders of the community were, for the two 
are not always synon;mous. The respondents could not name 
any individuals as formal leaders. The only indieation ane 


any formal leadership at all came out in casual conversation. 


—— 


Poster, Traditional Cultures, p. 24. 
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Two people from the region are district councillors of the 
Indian and hetis association of Alberta. These two were 
also listed as opinion leaders. 

Seventeen people were asked whom they thought were 
Opinion leaders. Seven people did not know of any or said 
there were no leaders, while ten people listed seven people 
who they considered opinion leaders. ‘Three names appeared 
ten times, one name appeared twice, and three names appeared 
once, indicating that three people are the main Opinion leaders 


in the area, 
PoUrces Of Influence 


According to one of the generalizations of Rogers 


and corroborated by Basran's study,“ 


tne sources of information 
ares fenerallyunpersonal, while those used in the decision to 
adopt are personal. When individuals decide to innovate, 


they rely on other individuals they can trust for final 


1p ogers, Diffusion of Innovations, Dome li =o lS. 


mee Basran, lhe ii ierenviady Characterisiies on harly 
and Late Adopters of New Parm Practices" (unpublished 

Paws aicsertation, CornelleUniversity, 965) s po. t115. 
Basran argues that a high correlation exists between the 
amount. it bothers an individual if someone disagrees with 
hime eand the influence they have on him regarding the adoption 
of am innovation. The question Basran asked of his popula- 
tion réadsias follows: “Ifyou had learned “avout tcommercial 
fertilizer and you felt certain that you would make more 
money by adopting it, how much would it bother you if the 
following persons were against the idea?" fThe results are 
Diwan le 27-4 
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HE o}al 
advice. The question was asked: "Would it bother you, very 
buchonsome; Or Hot ateall, if «these people disagreed with 
yout" The results are summarized in Table 2/7 eadone-with 
Basran's study of India. The results at Grande Cache (a 
traditional society) are remarkably similar to those of 
Basran's study of India, particularly with regards to the 
father, brother, and agency. As in Basran's study, the imp- 
dications are that wives, and n@ighbors and friends are least 
infimential regarding the adoption of imnovations. Most 
influential at Grande Cache are the father, storekeeper, 
brother, and Community Development Officer. Therefore, should 
One endeavor to bring an innovation wnto thesresion ae is 
important to get the sanction of the storekeeper, for his 
disapproval may greatly retard the ec EVENS dis une 
EAMoOveationrecomcerns only certaim individuals, 16 is evertn— 
Whe tov Bet the approval “oh alisthe men atvemectines, betore 
aneattempt is made to introduce the innovation. At the 
present stage of development little can be accomplished by 


endeavoring to get the wives to influence the husbands to 


meee a 


line necessity of getting the storekeeper’ s approval might 
be borne out in the incident involvins the Alberta Youth 
Corps and the unfavorable magazine article. The store- 
keeper is the only person in the area who gets the magazine 
in which the article appeared. Hence, since very few read, 
it seeme likely that the content of the article went by word 
Of mMoucheEromenim tothe rest of ther peoples) Furchenpore, 
he spoxe very unfavorably of the Alberta Youth Corps when 


interviewed. 
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innovate. The community Development Officer might be quite 
influential in the adoption of innovations. He could be 


utilized much more effectively in the region than ke is now. 
Summary 


Innovation within the region has been VSRVes OW. 

The people are not cosmopolitan and have had Very little stontact 
with the greater society. The change agents that should have 

an important role in promoting certain innovations within the 
region have had little effect, because of total absence in 

the case of ARDA personnel and infrequent personal contacts by 
the Community Development Officer. The one change agent that 
did have some success fell into disrepute and will require 

time ttorrebuildr confidence. 

Although no positions of formal leadership were 
houncwweaere were vnree Wiipormal or opin on, lesdersein tae 
area. The opinion leaders should be utilized by change 
agents in all attempts to innovate. Their contact and sanc- 
tion could do much to racilitate innovation. 

When change agents seek to impart particular innova- 
tiois seve morms of Lie SOCclal system mustybe recognized. 

For example, does the innovation require group sanction, 
such as community ownership of land? 

The Community Development Officer could be utilized 


much more than he is at present for developmental projects. 
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The sanction of the older male seneration as well as the 
Sanction of the rest of the male population is’ important if 


innovations are to become widespread. For LOS vance, it mien: 


be important to convince the father and brothers as well as 
the individual concerned that he should have more 
educational upgrading and training. The storekeeper is 
quite influential, therefore it is important to include him 
ween Thtroducines innovations. 

AM Urgent need Exists for innovations in education, 
jobs, and physical amenities among the people in the region, 
Pi yaov for Their present comfort au Veast to oreveny Une 
Chitdren from beings forced into the Lowest status level, “it 
Care 1s) vaxer ia tne promocvon of “innovetione and, tie people 
see a need -- the innovation is lixely ts receive wide and 


longstanding acceptance. 
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CHAPTER IX 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


The Grande Cache area of northwestern Alberta is 
about to undergo rapid economic Clans. SU nits Weates) \ ura 
recently populated only by a few Metis and fewer non—Metis, 
Wie TSOon Nave a city “of perhaps G,000 people, Se the vacsy 
coal reserves in the Smoky River area aré Geveloped, “is a 


5 


Shiro uhoneat 


Ob 


result, the Metis population who have maintaine 
society through lack of intense contact with the greater 
industrializéd society are about to be subjected to tremen= 
deve ressures that are foreign to them. A study was under- 
belkew by vie University of Alberta to assess “the ability OF 
thus “people to adapt to these changes “and benefit from Shem, 

A personal interview survey was conducted in the 
Greenue Cache resion, Also “owo “communities approximately 100 
Miles away were surveyed. The data obtained 2rom the Brule 
and Entrance surveys are compared with the results from Grande 
Cache. This comparison is useful in many ways. Lt was 
especially useful because Brule and Entrance are more moder 
areas, yet they are still in the transition to an industrial 
society. 
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The Standard of Living 


The people at Grande Cache are VeErVeADoor 4.4 
comparison with Brule, Entrance, C.°. 14, Alberta, and Canada. 
Their houses are all made of logs and are overcrowded. They 
have none of the facilities found in most Canadian homes. 
Their income is very low; the mean income is apvroximately 
p2,300.00 yearly. This income compares unfavorably per year 
for Brule and per year for Entrance. Indications are that they 
are Spending almost all their income on food. They have 
absolutely no collateral other than a few horses with which to 
Secure loans. The people at Grande Cache have a very unstable 
employment record. In 1968 they were seriously underemployed, 
having worked an average of only 25.7 weeks. Until 1967 
cChitvoren in the areca nad, nov opportinivy Lor torms! schools 
and so their educational level is also very low. It is clear 
that not only is their situation intolerable by Canadian 
Standards, but their low Levels of education will nov quelity 


them to get any but the lowest status non-technical jobs. 
Social MouLlivy 


Grande Cache has little mobility on any scale other 
than horizontally. Vertical mobility was analyzed in some 
detail. Beside being handicapped, it appears that the Grande 


Cache social system has no aspirations to seek jobs that 
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would require relocation. Currently the people have a 
negative attitude towards city life and a favorable one 
towards their community. Almost no one would be willing to 
move into the new town of Grande Cache, although they 
expressed a willingness to work there. Hany would like to 
take training for a job. However, they were only able to 
mention 'heavy equipment! as a training they would like. Few 
were even aware of other possibilities. In essence the social 
mobility of the people of Grande Cache is low. Only changes 


in attitudes and education will improve their mobility. 
Socialization of the Children 


The children are not being equipped to compete with 
other people when they go out into the world. The) physical 
environment, social environment, and education they are 
receiving are not conducive to giving them achievement goals 
and the requirements for obtaining higher status jobs. 
Although the parents at Grande Cache seemed to be just as 
concerned as the people at Brule and Entrance that their 
CawLaren ObvaIn £OCd Jobs; ‘Stay oul of trouble with tne Law, 
and £0, to. school. Phe conception of was represents a coed 
job is a lot lower at Grande Cache than at Brule or Entrance. 
If most jobs are regarded as adequate for their children, it 


is very unlikely that the children will be encouraged to attain 
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more education. 


Attitudes Toward Development 


The people at Grande Cache have more of a negative 
attitude towards MacIntyre Porcupine Mines than do the people 
at Brule or Entrance. Nevertheless, 63 percent said they 
thought it was a good thing that MacIntyre Porcupine Mines 
is at Grande Cache. Indications are that they prefer dev- 
elopment with the possibility of steady employment and social 
Ui esvruCtNressuchiias Toads and. hospitals “vo wre i bewor 
Crapping. Wevertheless, they do feel remorserud that muchnvor 
their old way of life may be replaced by Gevelopment. They 
feel insecure in the face of- development. In fact, one of 
their greatest concerns is that they obtain community rights 
to some land. Perhaps they can stay here without fear of 
being required to move -- a haven or retreat in the face of 
development. Perhaps if they had a good foundation for 


security they would much more readily welcome industrialization. 
Alienation of the Adults 


The people at Brule and Entrance are more powerless 
than those in the Grande Cache social system. Also, a tendency 
is shown for the Brule-Entrance people to be more socially 
s$solated than the Grande Cache people. Both these tendencies 


were hypothesized since, in theory, people become more 
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alienated as industrialization progresses, Vhe*theoretical 
structure of normlessness, the third measure tested was not 
Supported by observations. ‘The people at Grande Cache appear 
to be more normless than the people at Brule-Entrance. The 
concept of alienation along with industrialization has 
important implications for the people at Grande Cache. Should 
industrialization make them more alienated while on the lower 


a) 


Stratum of society, the situation may become intolerable for 
the Metis people and they may utilize illegitimate means to 


mea luzestneir Zoals. 
Opinion Leaders, Change Agents, Sources of Influence 


For professional people who may desire to direct 
social change in the region, an effort was made to identify 
the important mass media as sources of information, the 
Openion Weaders who sanction an innovation end spread) it, 
and the sources of influence important in the decision-to- 
adopt stage. The only usable mass media is the radio; only 
three opinion leaders were identified; and the personal 
sources of influence in the adoption process are the male 
relatives, the storekeeper, and the extension agents. The 
wives and neighbors and friends are apparently not very 
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Recommendations 


The author makes the following recommendations to 
assist the indigeneous people to adjust and benefit by 
industrialization. These recommendations may be modified 
by further research which is needed before these recommendations 
are implemented. Although these recommendations would al- 
leviate the short run problems which will be experienced. py 
the indigenous people of Grande Cache as industrialization 
progresses, much can not be hypothesized about the long run 
effects until further research is done. If these recommen- 
dations are implemented, an Ongoing program of research and 
evaluetion should be undertaken. 

ne aucvhor recommends chav a Metis colony of Sutpicient 
size to provide srazing for all the horses of the Metis be 
established Somewnere in the Grande Cache region. Consider- 
ation Should be given the future demand for grazing. 
Exactly where this land should be located and how large it 
Should be in size can only be determined by negotiation 
between the indigenous people and the government authorities 
empowered to make such decisions. 

Low rental subsidized housing should be provided for 
all families who belong to the colony. Supervision and 
counseling should be provided for house care and family living. 


Upgrading schools should be established in the town of 
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Grande Cache and all adult members who may be in the labor 
market or who could potentially enter the labor market should 
be encouraged to attend the upgrading schools. The expectations 
of the people in the Grande Cache social system will increase 
Sharply with industrialization so they will immediately begin 
to desire the goods and services of the dominant society. 
Unless the economic return from attending upgrading achools 
is comparable to that of unskilled labor in industry, the 
individuals may prefer the immediate satisfaction of desires 
through part time, unskilled employment - definitely not a long 
mun goal. Hence, planners should consider very substantial 
Scales of pay for upgrading endeavors. 

The one room portable schools at Muskeg and Suza Creek 
Should be abandoned and Uhe children bused to the new town of 
Grande Cache where they would attend school with non-Indians. 
Tose re vresecnts a major ed justmeny, for une chidaren buL 
AU juUStTmMent Must Come at Some Uime if grade eight 1s to be 
Removea aS the cul off for the Metis chiidren, Problems wi el 
be encounvered in convincing the parents that their children 
should attend school in the new town of Grande Cache. Hence, 
change agents such as the Alberta Youth Corps should be 
Weriizea to convince the parents of the necessity of cariy 
integration of their children in a large modern school of the 
dominant society. Considerable allowances should be given for 
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Clothes and other necessities to reduce the feeling of 
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alienation the hetis children may feel from their pecrs at 
Grande Cache. 

Some individuals may not want upgereding or technical 
training or may not have the ability. These individuals 
may desire to continue or expand some field of private 
enterprise. If such is the case, provision should be made for 
grants or low interest loans with easy repayment rates to aid 
tiem sO expanding Or Sevving Wp a business. Bor instance. 

Ssisvance of this Sort conld be given to individuals for 
Sai and OucTivCing purposes. 

These recommendations imply an expanded need for well 
dpormed change a@cents. The duties of existing change agents 
Could, Soe expanded and new change agents added. The community 
development officer could be utilized more to counsel indiv- 
TOUS a6 tO JOU Opportunities, availability of Joens, and so 
Ons 

More coordination is required between all change 
agents and government bodies connected with the region. 
Regular meetings should be held and include all agents such as 
health nurses, community development officers, the Alberta 
Youth Corps Workers, and ARDA officials. 

Local involvement in development and politics is 
presently non-existent. Local people ar apathetic towards 
involvement, have little ability to express their needs, and 


have no political vower. Change agents should organize local 
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committees and these local committees Should meet witn the 
change agents regularly. B8efore any of the above recommendations. 
are implemented, they should be discussed with these committees 
So that the people understand what is happening and whole- 
heartedly approve of the changes. 

These recommendations represent the general direction 
for] comprenensive pDlanwof development for this social system. 
Admittedly this program would be costly and no attempt is 
meadewnere to measure the cost.) But, surely a wealthy society 
cannot afford to have flagrant pockets of poverty such as the 
Creade Cache social system if it Ys to regard itself as ar Zo0d 
Society. The onus is even greater on society when we subject 
thersociall system vo Mew conflicts and tension. Tt must) be 
kept in mind that the aspirations of the people at Grande 
Cache are going to change as they mix with the dominait society. 
If they are unable to come close to satisfying those aspirations 
then our larger, wealthy, just society has created a new 
bed of misery and unhappiness. 

Rime LS an important factor. Further researc waiich 
is required to ascertain how much land should be given to the 
Metis, where the land should be located, the amount of assis- 
tance to be given for upgrading, and housing programs should 
be started immediately. If these recommendations are imple- 
mented rapidly the Grande Cache social system Instead of being 


worse off because of industrialization will realize a new 


prosperity and happiness. 
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APPENDIX 


AN 


Source of [Income 


veces owe: 


Wages 


Unemployment 
Insurance 


Welfare 
Family Allowance 
Pension 


Trapping and 
Hunting 


Guiding 
Other 


Total 


NUAL FAMILY INCOME 


APPENDIX A 


SUPPORTING DATA 


Table 26 


BY SOURCE 
GRANDE CACHE 19459 


oer Se ee er a ee ee ere 


sample Average Standard 
Size (Dollars) Deviation 
fy, 1843.8 Vaio 
10 394.8 592.6 
14 CATER 139% 2 

Zz 1104.0 Zoo 

3 iGo. 0 Bleed 

10 486.0 495.9 
20 2379.80 P7025 


Percent of 
Total [ncone 


ene Carn one acer mes era 


65.8 
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Table 30 


ANNUAL FAMILY INCOME BY SOURCE 
BRULE 1969 


source of Income Sample Average Standard Percent of 


Size (Dollars) Deviation Total Income 

Wages 12 5465.0 2767.4 74.3 
Unemployment 

Insurance 2 408.0 WH, 2 0.9 
Welfare oe oe oe oe 
Family Allowance 10 | 240.0 135.8 2.6 
Pension 4 2034.0 62025 9.2 
Trapornge and 

Hunting ous oe ac ae 
Guiding Z 3090.0 VA7 295 720 
Other 3 aU) 21 5a Se 


Total 16 5517.0 2003.2 100.0 
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Table 31 


HOUSEHOLDS IN BRULE, ENTRANCE AND 
GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA WITH CERTAIN 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 1969 


Item Brule Entrance Grande 

(Sample Size (Sample Size (Sample 

= 18) = 16) 2 
Yes No Yés No Yes 
Radio 17 i 16 a) 18 
Television TS 3 12 a 0 
Hefrigerator Le a Te 4 0 
Ice Box : me, es 15 oe 
Freezer | 10 8 7 9 0 
Electric: iron 15 3 12 4 0 
Sewing Machine iss 3 3 6) 6 
Egg Beater or Mixer 14 4 8 8 0 
Washing Machine iS) 3 i2 Wy 4 
Dryer (clothes) uf a7 3 13 @) 
Kitchen Stove 18 0 16 0) 20 
Telephone 16 Z 15 3 0 
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APPENDIX B 


INTERVIEW QUESTIONATRE! 


CONFIDENTIAL 
REGIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY 


Department of Agricultural Fconomics 


UNIVErsity of Alberta 
Edmonton 


aay Ss ves l Setting 


(1) What is the legal description of the lana your house is on? 


ae 


(2) How close are your nearest neighbours? 

i Pee wilesss 2. miles 3. miles 
(3) How far are you from the nearest 

(a) Store? (6) Gas Station? ----~ (c) Hospital? 


(4) Describe what the roads are like from your house to the 
main road (quality and length). 


(5) Is your home owned by you? Yes No _ Rent free _ 
Rented, 

(6) 2s your land) owned by you? Yes No Bent iree > 
Rented} _ 


Amount of land 


lvany of the questions were rephrased by the interviewer and 
interpreter for the benefit of the interviewee. 
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(10) 
lat) 
(12) 


(13) 


Do you have electricity? Yes No 


Ve 


DO you have any of the following in working order? 


eds, Radio fe 

___2. Television reas 

__.9- Refigerator (electric or gas) 

pee el combo oO; 

__.-+ Freezer (separate amhey 

__.6. Electric iron ae sl. 
Ves 


How do you heat this house? 


Fuel 

1. Gas Yes 

Be 40) No 

Je. COAL 

4, Blectric 

5. "Wood 

6. Other (specify) . 
Number of rooms: rooms. 
Outside dimensions _ Sse eee ee i Olen, 


have running water in the house? Ye 
Hot-and Cold? 
Cold only? 


ae 


If you 
your drinking water? 


s opring 

wor hear welt 

»- Dug well 
Gisvern 

- Haul in barrels 
. Other (specify) 


Do you have an inside bathroom? Yes Il 


How much do you think your house is worth? 


List other real estate (barns, etc.) 


J 


No 


Sewing Machine 
Egg beater or 
mixer 

Washing machine 
Dryer (clothes) 
Kitehen cooking 
stove 

Telephone 


Central Veating 


i 
2 


et 


s No 


do not have running water, where do you usually get 
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(21) 
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Value of other real estate. uD 


bo you-have Livestock? Yes 1 No 2 
Kind and number 


How many cars and trucks do you have in running 
condition? 


cars trucks 

(No. & Yeas) (No. & year) 
Do you think that land should be given to you? Yes 1 No 
How much land should be given to you? acres 
Where? Sg ys Pee 
Should the land be communally owned__ or individually 


owned. = 1% 


(22)Would you prefer to (1) rent (2) own Your land? 
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Longest How many 

time in weeks did 

any job you work 
last year? 
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(26) Have you work outside this area? (Specify city, 
location). 


Adult code Where worked 


LI SE NS LN A te 


(27) How much do you Spend each month on food? $ 


(23) Where did you buy your car? $ 
truck? _ 23 Rell, 
tractor? 2 


*(29)Do you hunt and fish wild game? 


N/A i 
half the year Zz 
ail. year. round ey 


(30) How much do you spend in a month on dances, pool, 
and other forms of recreation? : 


Bers 


(31) How much does your family spend in a month on 


MaKe bye pays 
erearettes? 


dh 

Sh 
ee 
ww 


(32) Wnere do most people around here buy their liquor? 


(include how far) 


2. Social Integration. Psycholosical Aspects, Health 


(1) Do you belong to any organizations or groups (other 
Lianechurchiy Byes Sl iNo] 2 


*This question should have been rephrased to ask: How much 
Wild game do: you and your family eat each year? Kind and 
number - The rephrased question would 


have been more beneficial. 
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A. List the names of organizations to which you belong. 


Bs. How actively do-you participate in the activities 
of each organization. (Circle one of each under 
B below). 


— - SA 


List name of Very Usually oust 
organization active attend belong 
meetings 


RRR 
NM NW DW 0 
WWW Wo 


EO RRS Cee Rene mene MEE oe. 


What is your religious preference (do you go to any church)? 


None 1. Catholic 2 Protestant 3 Other(specify) 4 


If protestant, what denomination? 

How religious would you say you are at the present 
time ¢ 

very religious 1 somewhat religious 2 

not too religious 3 not at all religious 4 


For each statement, circle the answer which gives 
Your Pires K,eaction. 


eae 


Agree Can't Hisagree 


decide 

1. Money is the most 

important thing in life 1 Ps 3 
2. Most people can still 

be depended on a! ie 3 
3. There is no excuse for 

lying to someone 1 2 6) 
4. Sometimes life isn't 

worth living i 2 3 


5. Most people are good 
and kind i 2 3 
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Generally speaking 
men won't work hard 
unless forced to do so 


Mest people will go out 


of their way to help 
someone else 


8.1f you try hard enough 


oe 


10. 


dei, 


(6). 1% 


(b) 


(c) 


you can usually get 
what you want 


It is much more 
important to have fun 
today than plan. for 
tomorrow 


if -a wite has 2 job the 
marriage is headed for 
trouble 


Lt is More important for 


your (chi laren to i206 te 
School than to get jobs 


would bother me 


if my children did not 


go to school 


Lipmyechiidren sid woe 


get good jobs 


if my choildren sot in 
trouble with the law 


if my children moved 
away to work 
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Agree Can't disagree 
me decide 
1 2 3} 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 5) 
il 2 5 
al 2 5} 
very a not 
muciey, LatUle seat all 
sl 2 3 
1 Z s 
1 2 5) 
1 2 3 
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(7) Which of these jobs do you think are not good enough 
Por your son for the rest of his Life, © 


1. barber 13., banker 

Ze Minister or priest: J. Teacher 

Oe, Oll Pie erer Lo. spol Ceman 

4, dentist 16. coal miner 

5. undertaker 17. social worker 
6. bartender 15. garage mechanic 
7+ Guide 19. janitor 

3. fisherman 2O.a10Ou bhai tex 

9. lumberjack AL Orin Leg 
10. trapper 22. medical, doctor 
1l.. cherk in a Store Aca uncer 
12. truck driver 24. cat operator 


—_ 
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What recreation and community activities do you do 
and Vike to do? 
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(9) Answer yes or no to the following things you like to 
do or would like to do if you had Ghe opportunity. 


Yes No Yes No 


aed 
er ee Ss 


Eo GO Shows cect 1 2 Sy cub matey A ea eas 4) 2 
Suid tuamiture.:. «a 1 Walking through 

Pine BeRees:. Scouts eee + 2 
ET InS a 1 vate ee eled | swederens 1 
PIG Wears safe sree voles ue aL 
Gearshift 
ehmoue weve. 2) Onigeemisley, | tt 


SOCCCI peters icveierMeres 4 me 
Waking “a gspeechiwnwst 1 


2 
Zz 
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Hountain climbing. 
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Painting the house. 1 es 
More dances oseeeeee ue 
eC 


Sa Gite as csterscere. stake mane 
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Washing swe Caire.iess  t 


(10) Do you think it is a good thing that MacIntyre 
' Porcupine Mines is at Grande Cache? Yes NO ce 
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What godd do you think it might do for the area? 


mes ome sees eee 


Ta 


ree 
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Would you like to work at the coal mine? Yes 1 Wo 2 


Would you be willing to move into the new town: of 
Grande Cache 


1. by yourself (without fami yiiro Yese 1eeiome 
2. With family Ves 1 Noe 


Would you like to work at another job in the new town 
of Grande Cache when it is built? Yes 1 No 2 


Are you planning on changing your job before you 
retire? Yes 1 No 2 


How old do you think you should be before you retire? 
(age) 
Taken all together, houw would you say things are these 
days-- would you say you're 
very happy 4 
pretty happy 2 
not very happy 3 


Would you like Uo take specialttrainine ss or.a joo 


in ih you had to pay, forec.? yes. Nowe 
Ze lt 1GRe eOVernmen te palo Tor ye es at. onc 


What kind of training would you like? 
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What are the advantages of living in this area? 
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What are the advantages of living in a city? 


— [OT ee a er ee ee ng nn ee See Oe em tee ee 
ee 


4 
~~ > 
a * : = 
7 r 
(vn Ge dais 
ro? cf Sdeth Ga wees cog eb Seon at (24 
a” et a 7 « 4 ‘ _ = _ - < 
a ee ane 
- - ~ * 
= ’ se ae 
~ — - — ie a i _———— anneal 7 
7 7 S 7 _ 
| ] 7 i 4 <i - 4 c a? ; { tore bflucy - >i) 


¢ a 
Lv 9g oly Inkwee (ERY, 
aoa elynaet} 


Ls 


, fae TE Ty 
iyzio 8 i Satvil We se Sa e. 


_ — 


io ae SSS . 


(27) 


A39 
What wouldn't you like about living in @ city? 


re See 10 Oe were pre Re ee eee es, 


ee nee ee ose ree ee ee ee 


eee 


Would you borrow money from a bank or from the gov- 
ernment to start up a business or take training? 
yes 1. wo 


What kind of a buSiness would you like to start? 


oe 


—— sete re ree ee rc ec a ee eee ee re Be er ee RE TEE. 


Dor you Chink cattle would be a good business in this ares? 
Yesain@ Nou 

(a) (kre you auterested) in world afiaivs: Ties 2 Nore 

(ob) Do you listen to the news on radio7 Yes 1 No 2 


(c) Do you read any newpapers or magazines regularly? 
(name) 
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What do you think the mine coming into this area will 
dow to; 


one ne 


Hurt Hurt Not Help Help 

it Ae bother iat it 

very some it Some very 

mach 7 ye at all ee ech 
ie resins L 2 3 a 5 
2, nunc Ine il ® 3 4 5 
Spe iaing i 2 3 4 5 
i. Trapping sl 2 3 4 5 
es Socialete f 2 3 4 5 
6. Employment tl Z 5) 4 5 
7, Religion 1 2 3 MW 5 
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Hurt. Hurt Not Help Help 
it ie bother 1G it 
very some 15; some very 
ee a eee 
S. Beauty of the 
countryside 1 2 3 4 5 
9. Family closeness ih 2 3 K 5 
10. Air 1 2 3 4 5 
11. Dances and 
(CEL otalalg ens 
(community) 1 2 3 y 5 
(23) How much do you think it would cost a month to live in 
Kdmonton? 5 = 


(29) Is it easy to borrow money from a bank? Yes 1 No 2 


(30) How much do you think you could borrow if you wanted to? 


ne ee i ee me ee eee 


(31) Have you ever tried to borrow money from a bank or 


finance company? Yes 1 No 2 
How many times? _ es (number) 
How many times were you able to borrow? __ (number) 


(32) Can you list three problems in this area? 
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(33) 0 you Know the Tollowing people? Wo you) feel you eo, 
Sood, 1216, Or poor Urestment Tron wnems 


RS ee te en en ie ee Be emer em SR Eee i 


Les Noy (Good, Wain oor 
(a) The ARDA man (named) 1 Z 
(b) The CDO (named) 1 2 


(c) The Alberta Youth Corps 
Workers al 2 
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(34) Do you like your weekly dance? ves: I Wo “2 
Would you like to see more or Jess white men 
attending? ee 53 

(35) How far a@o-veu travel to work? eg ees 

(36) How far would you travel to work? miles 


(37) What jobs do you think you could get at the 


(a) mine? 


ee Ores eee 


(bd) new town of Grande Cache? 


(33) What do you think of Northwest Pulp and Power? Has it 
helped your community? 


Oo ee eer nee ee 
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(39) For how many children was a doctor present wnen they 


were born? 


ee ee 


a tere eee 


(40) How many times did you get to see a doctor or health nurse 


last year? 


How many times did the health nurse come to the school 
last year? cs 


(41) How many of your immediate family have died? 


Relationship to head Age Cause of Death 
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(42) Are you worried that some may not be in good health? 
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(43) Have you ever owed money and worried that VOW sO ai 
pay back? Yes 1 No 2 
(44) Would you worry about borrowing more money? 
Yes 1 No zZ 
(45) Do you think most people in this community owe money to 
Someone? Yes i wiorZ 


(46) What is the most amount of money you have ever owed? 


db 
9 


(47) How much money do you presently owe? 3 


(48) Do you often have bill collectors trying to geu ener 


money you owe? often i 
sometime eS 
never S) 

(49) Do you find you have quite a bit, some, very little, 
or no Spare time? Quite a bit 1 
Some ZZ 
very little 3 
none 4 

(50) Do you worry about anyone in your family drinking 

too much? (ask wife) 2 Wik 2 
some 2 
Hot ab. fl 3 


(51) Wheat are your children out ef school doing? 


(52) How long would you like toysee your children«stay in 


school? __ 
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(59) 


(60) 
(61) 


1 3/ 


Yo you think more education would Sive them a better 


Rind ot Vitew. 


oe 


Do you think more education would help you get a 


better job? 


If a better job meant you had to work 5 days a week, 


every week, would you taxe it? 


Can you think of any job you would like to be paid to 


Crain tor? 


SA LLC CE SO OE TESTS AEE PEE RT A Eb SR 


Do you think 2 years is too long for you to have to 
train, even though you were paid, in order to get a 


Detter job? vec No 


Cam vou alrord "to move, 

If no, how much financial assistance would you have to 
have before you could move? b == 

Who are the persons in this community who have the most 
intduwence (carry the most werent, swific @ bis sticx, 


are the king pins, can get things done) in the 


community. (Not more than three.) 


Do Vou think you belone to, Tavs teronupy 
How much does it bother you when someone disagrees with 
Vous, 

Very much Some Not at all 


Father 


svorekeeper 
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Very much Some Hot at all 


Brother 

ARDA man, CDO man 
Wife 

Nélghpours & friends 


Who holds formal office in this community? 


ese ee es 


What do your boys want to do when they grow up? 


Con’ know. 


den 5 oe ee ee 

Be mee Daa ,A hee 

Se ee pe Eee re, 28 
What do your girls want to do when they grow up? 
Don’ KAOW se” 5. 
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Would you borrow money for the following items. 

Food ie 2 2ecord. -layer 1 Zz 
Clothes | ih paca, slick a (2 
stove 1 2 Hobbies & Sports al 2 
Pridgc al 2 Land i 2 
Purnia ture 1 2 Business i 2 
Electric Mixer 4 2 Education i 2 


Television th 2 
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(66) Do you have any kind of Life Insurance policy: 
Yes 1 No Z 
(67) Do you have a bank account? Yes 1 No 2 
(68) Do you try to save some money each month? 
Yes 1 No Zz 
(69) What minimum income do you think you need to live 


without too much financial worry? $ per: month _ 
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